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Christ of the Sick Room 
By Martha Snell Nicholson 


HRIST of the sick room, bending low, 
Touching the fevered, aching brow; 


Smoothing the lines of care away, 
Easing the pain of the long, long day, 


Whispering hope and faith and cheer, 
Christ of the sick room, tender and dear; 


Knowing that though I sometimes cry 
Aloud in my pain, it is not I 


But the tortured flesh that is crying out; 
Knowing, too, that it is not doubt 


When I call to Him, “Where art Thou, 
Lord?” 
O He is quick with His precious Word, 


“Lo, I am here, be not afraid. 
Thine every pang is measured and 
weighed, 


Not a feather’s weight more is given to 
' thee. 
Than thou shalt have strength to bear 
through Me.” 


Christ of the sick room, when at last 
The pain of my broken body is past 


And I see Him crowned in glory and 
power, 
Can my heart forget one sacred hour? 


Perhaps I shall think, as I bow at His 
feet, 
“Is even this kingly One more sweet 


Than the tender Christ I came to know, 
Christ of my sick room, down below?” 


Gold in the Sand 


Everywhere throughout the world 
God has His own people. Having been 
born again through faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, they are “partakers of the 
divine nature” (2 Pet. 1:4), and they re- 
flect His glory. A rather striking pic- 
ture of such people was given by Wil- 
liam Strong, Jr., of the Soldiers and 
Gospel Mission in Chile. He and a friend 
treked for three weeks in Chiloé, an 
island off the southwest coast of Chile, 
visiting groups to whom the Gospel had 
been preached. “Fifteen miles on foot 
and 20-odd by rowboat across a big lake,” 
he wrote, “brought us a royal welcome 
once again from the Government teacher 
and her gold-buying husband on the Pa- 
cific side. Her pupils now knew several 
of our choruses, she having asked for 
the music last year. At the near-by 
gold mine we saw a spadeful of (to us) 
ordinary sand wash down until we saw 
several tiny lights flash — gold! On our 
trip we were to see these little gold 


flashings amid so much drab indiffer- 
ence, hardness, and sin. Across the lake 
a little boy refused to throw the little 
booklet he’d purchased in the river. 
His grandmother told us how she’d been 
so happy since our last year’s visit. A 
Scotch woman, converted years ago, now 
living at that point, promised to open a 
Sunday school. At Chonchi, we won- 


‘dered whether there was any gold 


among the 300 at our theater meeting. 
A servant girl came to us at the close, 
telling of having found the Saviour in 
the south — not another [who was] pro- 
fessing Christ in the town that we know 
of!’ How is it with us, in our own 
communities? Have we allowed the 
divine Refiner to burn away the dross, 
so that we shine forth for Him as gold? 
May it be true of us that “we all, with 
open face beholding as in a glass the 
glory of the Lord, are changed into the 
same. image from glory to glory, even 
as by the Spirit\of the Lerd”’ (2 Cor. 
3:18). 


The Minister’s Part in Revival 
Il. The Need for God-Prepared Men 
By Emmest M. Wadsworth 


ARLY the next month, a new pas- 
torate in a large town was begun, 
and there it was decided to exem- 

plify the truths declared to the confer-. 
ence in the letter I had written. I firmly 
believed, as never before, that the main 
problem in revival was the minister 
problem. There followed a wonderful 
experience. 

Spurgeon’s lectures to his students 
brought this forcibly into my mind. 
“Young gentlemen, always select a text 
that is worth the while of your hearers 
getting up at five o’clock on a frosty 









Comfort for Dark Days 

“Now the God of hope fill you 
with all joy and peace in believ- 
ing, that ye may abound in hope, 
through the power of the Holy 
Ghost” (Rom. 15:13). 














morning to hear it read.” ‘I began to, 


leok for’ such a text. One was found 
in Isaiah, the fortieth chapter, “The 
crooked things shall be made straight.” 
Work was begun on this message. Late 
Saturday night I was working on the 
problem of the introduction. Like a 
salesman, who has his samples with 
him but still has the great problem of 
how to introduce his goods, I faced the 
same problem that Saturday night. 
One question that demanded a clear 
answer was this, “What is the purpose 
of this sermon?” My answer was, “The 
purpose of this sermon is to get people 
to make crooked things straight so that 
the work of God can prosper.” Then 
came another question. “Have you any 
crooked things to make straight?” I 
thought of some. Then the Lord seemed 
to say, “Unless you straighten out these 
crooked things which I have brought to 
your attention, I will not be with you 
when you preach your famous sermon 
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tomorrow.” So late that Saturday night, 
two letters were written, put into 
stamped envelopes, and dropped in the 
nearest mail box to be collected Mon- 
day morning, 

After a good night’s rest, partly due to 
consciousness that crooked things had 
been made straight, I arose early the 
next morning so as to have ample time 
for prayerful preparation. 

The sermon on “Making Crooked 
Things Straight” was delivered to a large 
but restless audience. Some seemed 
angry, others appeared to be almost 
ready to leave their pews. After the 
benediction, most of the people hurried 
out as quickly as possible. Only a few 
old saints stood by to say, “God bless 
you.” 

Upon returning home, my dear wife 
said to me with a look of reproof, 
“You'll hear from that sermon, but— 
not in the way you expect.” “Well,” I 
said, “dear wife, I believe I faithfully 
discharged my duty and I will leave 
the results to the Lord.” 

The evening service was poorly at- 
tended. Few of the hearers came to 
speak to the minister. 
good night’s rest. 

Early the next morning, while I was 
on the way to the post office, the pro- 
prietor of the hotel inquired if my phone 
were out of order. He said a number 
of people were trying to get me, among 
them the mayor. The mayor had left 
word for me to come to his office. I 
went to the office of the mayor and was 
ushered into a private room. After I 
was seated, he said: “I heard your ser- 
mon yesterday morning. Now, man to 
man, I want to ask yoy who has been 
telling you about me?” 

“Mr. Mayor,” I replied, “I preached 
that sermon yesterday morning first of 
all to myself and got some crooked 
things straightened out before deliver- 
ing it. I assure you, I have not listened 
to any gossip about you, and I do not 
know anything particularly against you.” 

He replied, “I am too well acquainted 
with people to take what you say with- 
out a grain of salt.” 

I had to leave him without convincing 
him that I had only preached the truth 
as it is found in the Scripture and as it 
had been experienced. 

A garage man was next to meet this 
preacher. Shaking his fist at me, he 
said: “You have done yourself a great 
damage in berating your people like you 
did yesterday morning. I want to tell 
you I will never hear you again.” Ina 
fit of anger, he left me on the sidewalk. 

I next visited our treasurer. He owned 
the department store. He received me 
coolly and beckoned me back to his pri- 
vate office. Then he said, “Now, sir, I 
want to know the names of the people 
who set you up to preach against me 
yesterday morning.” He stood before 
me shaking from head to foot, holding 
a stubby cigar between his fingers, evi- 


I had another 
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dently greatly perturbed. I tried to sat- 
isfy him that I had merely preached the 
truths as I found them in the Word of 
God, but failed to make any impression. 

Last of all the undertaker sent for me. 
It was getting serious. I had greater 
difficulty with him than all the others. 
I remember getting up at midnight and 
going over to see him in order that we 
might come to a better urderstanding. 
He said he was glad to see me, that he 
knew my consgience would trouble me 
for hurting ,hifff so deeply in telling his 
faults to the members of the congre- 
gation. 

Nearly all the officials of the church 
decided 'to rid themselves of so disturb- 
ing a minister. The salary was cur- 
tailed and attendance at meetings fell 
off noticeably. But people began to hear 
about that message and secretly sent 
money to support me. One man gave 
me a signed check and asked me to draw 
on him for several hurdred doliars, but 
I never had to use that check. Up to 
that time I had never had a vacation, 
but friends so canie to my rescue that 
I had a most wonderful period of rest. 

Upon return to the church, the Lord 
enabled me to reach a large number 
of men in the community, and meetings 
were held several nights a week over a 
store in addition to the Sunday services 
in the church. Finally it became ngces- 
sary to rent the Opera House. People 
were converted and evangelistic meet- 
ings were held in schoolhouses and aban- 
doned churches within a radius of many 
miles. I look upon thg revival that vis- 
ited that New York State town with 
abiding thanks to God. It stands the 
test of time to the praise of God. May I 
say that my last information received 
two years ago stated that one of the 
first of many converts in that town was 
still superintendent of -the Sunday 
school. 

An interesting climax to that State 
convention came when a represeniative 
of the state board was asked to visit us 
and investigate the revival. He did so 


(Continued on page 310) i 








Notes on Open Letters 
Pictures of Dr. H. Clay Trumbull 


Will you kindly tell me where I may 
be able to get a photograph of Dr/Henry 
Clay Trumbull, that I may frame for the 
walls of my study den? I do not suppose 
that at this late day you have a spare 
autograph of Dr. Trumbull that might 
be framed with the picture. Blessings 
on you!—A New York reader. 

The Times has a supply of two repro- 
ductions of fine photographs of Dr. 
Henry Clay Trumbull, Editor of the 
Trmes from 1875 to 1903. Both were 
taken when he was in the prime of life, 
one at the age of 58.. One shows his 
head and shoulders, the other is a nearly 
full-length picture; showing him in his 
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characteristic broad-brimmed black hat 
and heavy overcoat. The pictures are 
reproduced on art paper, approximately 
6x8% inches, and are suitable for fram- 
ing. Readers may have these at 15 cents 
each, which covers the cost of packing 
and mailing. Address ithe Editors, The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 N. 
13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 


we 
The “Corner’s” New Teacher 


os 
HE Editors. are happy to announce 
that Mr. Tom M. Olson has. con- 
sented to write the lesson articles each 
week for “The Busy Men’s Corner” in 
Tue Sunpay Scuoort Times. As long ago 
as 1938, when the staff were talking 
over the problem of some day finding 
a successor to William H. Ridgway: when 
he would be taken out of the “Corner,” 
Dr. Trumbull spoke very highly of Mr. 
Olson as a good candidate. 
Tom M. Olson is well known as the 





,editor of the spiritual section of Now, 


the organ of the R. G. LeTourneau Co., 
which enjoys a circulation of “250,000 
copies each week. He has written many 
tracts; ‘which are being’ circulated in 
very large numbers every month. 

Born in Chicago in 1888, Tom Olson 
was born again August 3, 1901, at the 
age of thirteen. He was then in fellow- 
ship with the Plymouth Brethren. Fight 
years later, on his twenty-first birth- 
day, February 23, 1909, he entered into 
full-time service for the Lord; inde- 
pendently and on faith lines. He walked 
thousands of miles, at home and abroad, 
spreading the Gospel in tract form and 
preaching Christ in the open air. ‘He 
spent two years visiting the British Isles, 
six months of which he was with the 
Pilgrim Preachers; and he made two 
trips to Egypt, Palestine, and Syria. 

During 1939 and 1940 Mr. Olson was 
manager of the Christian Business Men’s 
Committee’s exhibit, which was called 
“Sermons from Science,” on Treasure 
Island in San Francisco Bay, and in 
which Irwin Moon gave his electrical 
demonstrations to a quarter of a million 
people. He is an international confer- 
ence speaker, and at present co-director 
of the Christian Business Men’s Com- 
mittee’s Servicemen’s Center in’ San 
Francisco. 

The Tres acknowledges, with thank- 
fulness to God, the long and faithful 
service of William H. Ridgway as one 
of its valued lesson staff, and wishes to 
express its gratitude at this time to the 
many readers who have recently writ- 
ten to the Times telling of their appreci- 
ation of his work. And the Editors are 
profoundly thankful that God has led 
them to another writer who is excep- 
tionally well qualified to expound the 
Sunday school lessons for busy men. 

Mr. Olson’s first article, on the lesson 
for July 1, will, D. V., —atagere in the 
Times for June 16.. me 
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Chinese scholar and Christian gentleman 
By CHARLES ERNEST SCOTT, D.D. 


G LI SUI came out of a typical 
‘ f. Chinese mud village; but you 
“ would know him, at first sight, for 
a patrician in his own right. Grave and 
dignified, elegantly dressed in his bro- 
caded silks and satins; a quiet man with 
a genial smile, kindly but piercing black 
eyes; a. scholar in Western and in Chi- 
nése learning; a tested Christian of much 
and varied experience of life; a wise 
man, sound in judgment, he was a re- 
ble leader, a-man to tie to, withal 
Handsome. 


LEADER IN CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


As fat as his Christian education was 

concerned, he was largely indebted to 
a trio of grand, elderly Presbyterian 
missionaries— Dr. Hunter Corbett, the 
evangelist; Dr. Calvin Mateer, his teacher 
of science; and Dr. Watson Hayes, his 
teacher of Bible. He was relatively 
well-to-do, and the natural head of his 
clan in the village of Ta Hsin Tan, in 
Shantung Province. 
, Dr, Mateer early picked him as good 
material for a professorship of physics 
and higher mathematics. And this chair 
for years he held in Dr. Mateer’s Boys’ 
High School, with its ever-growing fame, 
finally developing into Wei Hsien Col- 
lege, then into Shantung Christian Uni- 
versity. 

It was principally due to his: initiative 
‘that his clan became markedly Chris- 
tian, and was. increasingly trained for 
large service in our mission schools in 
many useful occupations and professions. 
As teachers, preachers, evangelists, pas- 
ters, doctors, Bible women, Bible insti- 
tute principals, and Christian home- 
makers, the clan members have had a 
wide influence, and made a notable con- 
tribution to the best life of China. 

As a professor in our Union Protestant 
college at Tung Chon, near Peking, Ting 
Li Sui had trained many college gen- 
erations of students, when the Boxer 
cataclysm broke. With the other faculty 
members and students and a large com- 
pany of Christians, he fled to the shel- 
ter of the fortified foreign legations 
quarters in Peking. There many trying 
experiences strengthened his faith in the 
true. and living God. From these he 
returned to his native village to con- 
tinue the work of Christian education. 

Qur .station field of Tsingtao was in 
desperate need of a girls’ high school 
to head up our many primary schools. 
We'had no plant or money or faculty 
for. it. 

Following the Boxer rebellion, Elder 
Ting was unable to return to his col- 
lege: work. ‘With practiced teacher-eye, 


In time of plague he rested on the 
fact that “God hath not given us 
the spirit of fear”; and when the 
floods came, he took God at His 
word, and saw the fulfillment of the 
promise that “surely in the floods of 
great waters they shall not come 
nigh unto him.” This is the sixth 
in a series of pen portraits of Chi- 
nese Christians. 








he saw and realized that need as did. 


few others, and set himself to the hercu- 
lean task of meeting it. As a trained 
pedagogue and director of student life, 
he produced in his own village, and 
without cost to the station, a plant and 
a faculty, himself teacher and principal 
without salary, and thereby conferred 
a boon of incalculable worth upon our 
whole field ef many villages. 


LEADING IN CHURCH DEVELOPMENT 


He also led his clan in church devel- 
opment. The Boxers had burned his 
clan’s church building, the largest in our 
field. Still larger and better, it was 
rebuilt at their own expense, under his 
direction, They managed their own af- 
fairs, as a self-respecting church organ- 
ization, self-supporting, and self-propa- 
gating. 

Quiet and efficient, always he was the 
natural and acknowledged clan leader 
in all their spiritual development, as 
well as in matters that concerned the 
general welfare of the community. 


THWARTING PNEUMONIC PLAGUE 


There came a day one winter when 
the dread pneumonic plague, like an ice- 
chilling blast, resistless, swept down 
from the North. Men returning for the 
Kwoa Nien (Chinese New Year) brought 
it back from Manchuria. 

The Western usurping governments, 
in sections administered by.them, could 
not control it. It seized upon a man’s 
lungs, and, like a rapacious tiger, tore 
them out; and, spitting blood, he died 
in three days. No known remedy. It 
was 100 per cent fatal to foreigner and 
Chinese alike. Terror reigned. 

The villages around Ting’s village 
were smitten with the plague. The 
dread specter caught them in all occu- 
pations and at all times and places. 
The stricken villages became silent as 
the grave. Terrified people shut them- 
selves up in their houses, charnel houses; 
likewise, panicky and befuddled, they 
left to die those who dropped on the 
streets. 

In a near-by market town the streets 
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were silent, ghostly so. In the vague 
fear of who next would be “snatched,” 
horror like the blackness of darkness 
brooded over the villagers. Even the 
post office had closed its doors; and, 
when I went there to ask for mail, there 
came :from within a gloomy voice, hoarse 
from fright, ordering me away. Al- 
ready;.as I later learned, eighty people 
had died there. 


One beggar from a near-by village 
managed, unobserved by watchmen of 
the village of Elder Ting, to slip into a 
house on the outskirts, there hoping as 
quietly as helplessly to disappear. Pos- 
sibly in his innocence of sanitation and 
in his Penge fear, he thought that 
he might be able to escape the fangs 
of this monster, so terribly real though 
unseen, if he could but secretly gain 
the shelter of “The Village of the 
Charmed Life.” The heathen had given 
that name to Elder Ting’s village, so 
wonderful and unexplainable had been 
its miraculous deliverances from vari- 
ous kinds of imminent perils — plague, 
drought, flood, famine, robbers, Boxers, 
German soldiers. 


He ‘was quickly discovered and re- 
ported to Elder Ting, who took charge 
of the case. He summoned several 
nephews, home for Kwoa Nien (Chi- 
nese New Year) —all trained by our 
medical missionaries in Western doctor 
science. Their tested knowledge was a 
tough customer for ordinary village 
superstition. First, four local beggars 
were, at a good price, hired to do the 
bidding of “the foreign medicine men,” 
who worked with them. They were 
clothed in white, made antiseptic; with 
gauze, also thus treated, over their noses 
and mouths. They backed into the dark 
hut, sprinkled the corpse with lime; 
threw over it a blanket heavily satu- 
rated with lime and lysol; tucked it 
closely around the loathesome thing, laid 
it on an antiseptic stretcher earlier pro- 
vided, and ran with it to a deep grave 
already dug, and thick with quick lime, 
and quickly covered it with earth. 


Not one case of the dread disease ap- 
peared in the village. The fame of 
“Pan-Shih Ta” Ting (Manager Ting) 
spread far and wide. But the heathen 
were too terrorized and unorganized to 
follow his teaching and example in their 
villages. At a prayer meeting of thanks- 
giving later held by the Glan, Elder Ting 
quietly quoted Paul’s word to his young 
friend in Ephesus, Timothy —timid in 
the presence of the éclat prestige of 
the worship there of Diana, worship 
magnificent in its gilded and cultured 
vice — “For God hath not given us the 
spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, 
and of a sound mind” (2 Tim. 1:7). He 
led them in reading the Psalm: “Be- 
cause thou hast made the ... most 
High, thy habitation; there shall no evil 
befall thee, neither shall any plague 
come nigh thy dwelling. For he shall 
give his angels charge over thee, to keep 


’ 
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thee in all thy ways” (Psa. 91:9-11). 

Later Elder Ting wrote me: “The 
plague is west of the water, and east of 
the river” (his way of saying: . “It is 
in all the villages round about”) “but 
it has not touched us!” 


TAMING THE FLOOD 


Our American mental picture of rivers 
is of well-wooded streams running past 
farm groves and through virgin forests. 
But to one much-traveled in North 
China and to the student of physical 
geography there, nature’s aspect is rather 
terrifying. Those hills, for centuries 
skimmed of forests and thereby denuded 
of soil, hold at their feet wide wastes 
of sand. During the rainy son the 
rivers flowing through, and heavy in 
flood, become appalling. A demure, 
meandering rivulet becomes a wild crea- 
ture, raging in relentless fury, taking an 
awful yearly tribute of life and property. 

For four months it rained almost 
daily. At last the rich flat soil of a 
large part of our field became sheets 
of mud. Every river of China, to the 
extent of its unregulated power — not 
merely the Yellow River—becomes a 
“China’s Sorrow.” When the annual 
summer rains begin, these rivers spread 
sandy desolation along their relatively 
treeless lengths. As a river waxes li hai 
(“fierce”) in its swellings, it overflows 
its banks, attacks the foundations of the 
mud houses, sucks them into its raven- 
ing maw, leaving whole villages broken 
and spent— toppled into ruins. 

Hsiao Kou He (the river that flows 
past the village of Elder Ting) raved 
this particular year with little hindrance 
— except in one instance, at one section. 
As the Chinese say, it “opened ‘its 
mouth” (broke its banks) in 18 places, 
' within 6 miles of Ta Hsin Tan; but never 
harmed it. Villages everywhere on both 
banks were whelmed. What this means 
may be imagined from the fact that the 
villages in this level region are pep- 
pered so thickly that, by merely turning 
one’s head from right to left, one can 
count thirty or more. 

On Elder Ting’s side of the river was 
a high embankment. Directly across 
from it and racing over a rising sandy 
waste, the river crept far out of its 
course to eat into a big village on higher 
ground than Ta Hsin Tan. Whoever has 
seen the dikes of North Holland will 
understand ing’s village lay snugiy 
behind its dike, a few yards from the 
water, and lower than its surface. 

Why was Elder Ting’s village not en- 
guifed? Two reasons—a human and a 
divine. For a long time all that region 
had known that Ta Hsin Tan had some- 
thing that they had not. Several years 
before the heathen headmen of villages 
for some distance along thé river bank 
had asked Elder Ting to take full charge 
of embankment repair. Why? Because 
in daily dealings with him and his clan 
the- heathen had found out that: they 


were absolutely reliable, could be trusted — 
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with the administration of other peo- 
ple’s money. Consequently, in the day 
of the swelling of Hsiao Kou He, hon- 
est sweat and toil of the Christians, “go- 
ing the second mile,” and directed by 
able .and consécrated-to-Christ brains, 
had their innings. 

Through many counties magistrates 
were responsible to the governor with 
their lives for river hanks not overflow- 
ing; but people “rested their hearts in 
peace” where Elder Ting had charge of 
banks. To those banks on crucial nights, 
black with blinding sheets of rain and 
wild with wind, the river, filling the 
channel, rose level. Repeatedly the gusts 
and spurts of rain sent the flood slither- 
ing over the edge toward the town nes- 
tled below, but the faithful Ting clan 
watchmen patrolling the banks never 
had to send up the appalling cry, “The 
bank has sprung a leak!” Solid, faith- 
ful work for months had counted. Yes; 
but more. 

A second reason: spiritual forces are 
assets in a day of physical testing and 
danger. .It was something that, in: the 
midst of mass heathenism, this village 
had its own,church organization — and a 
house of worship built wjth their own 
hands, and. pastor and evangelist and 
Bible woman supported by their own 
tithe. There also were our Girls’ Gram- 
mar and High Schools, financed and 
managed by the Chinese Christians. 
These were the hope and prayer focus 
of many a Christian family throughout 
the villages of our station field. 

This Ting clan had repeatedly stood 
for the Lord in the face of fierce opposi- 
tion, financial loss, and persecution by 
enemies of the Kingdom of God. Their 
hopes were all bound up in the true and 
living One, and they were committed 
to His service. “They had experienced 
marked deliverances before. These had 
bulwarked their faith. They were ear- 
nests of God’s grace sufficient for these 
troublous days of flood that faced them. 

As Elder Ting, leading, said: “We 
took God ‘at His word. We conformed 
to the conditions laid down in Psalm 32, 
and found God faithful to perform His 
double promises of saving and of keep- 
ing: ‘I acknowledged my sin unto thee, 
and mine -iniquity have I not hid. I 
said, I. will confess my transgressions 
unto the Lord; and thou forgavest the 
iniquity of my sin. *..... For this shail 
every one that is godly pray unto thee 
in a time when thou ‘mayest be found: 
surely in the floods of great waters they 
shall not come nigh unto him,’” So, 
while the flood surged around them, it 
stayed at their very doors. Once more 
the prayer of the gociy was heard: 
“Call upon me in the day of trouble: I 
will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify 
me” (Psa. 50:15). 


CowING THE DEMow-Possessep 
All my life in China I have asked 
questions of everybody, everywhere. In- 
deed, I learned that a Chinese sobriquet 
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for me (and the Chinese among them- 
selves give us foreigners special names) 
was “The Question Asker.” (The Chi- 
nese like that trait or attitude, because 
they themselves are insatiate. question 
askers. To them it means sociability, 
friendliness.). In any village or town 
I have entered, I have asked: “Are 
there any witches or wizards here? Any 
demon possessed?” Usually the answer 
has been “Yes.” (No space here to ex- 
pound the reggon for this fact.) In a 
market town next to Ta Hsin Tan was 
a notorious woman. She begged from 
door to door in many villages. The ordi- 
nary beggar is a timid creature, cring- 
ing, afraid of everybody, especially of 
the village dogs. The dogs*know -this 
and, in every yard, fiercely set upon the 
interloper, whose only hope of getting 
out of the gate, with hide ungashed, is 
the vigorous wielding of a stout and 
long stick. This woman, bent and wrin- 
kled, carried no stick, but the .dogs 
steered clear of her. Ordinary beggars 
whine, tease, fawn, and ka tou (“knock 
head on ground”) in presence of -“the 
great man”. whose food and alms they 
crave. This woman demanded, swore, 
threatened, cursed, when she made-her 
rounds, using the most vile and-abusive 
language. She never solicited.. Heathen 
people unfortunate enough to meet her 
(Continued -on page 307) 








A Children’s Day Service toe the 
Sunday Schoo 


ASTORS, superintendents, and Sun- 

day school workers will be glad to 
know that a new special service for the 
Sunday school for next Children’s Day, 
June 10, has been prepared by Mary 
Brainerd Smith, and is now available in 
leaflet form, at 15 cents a dozen, or. $1.50 
a hundred. 

“The. Lord’s Hand” is the title of this 
1945 Children’s Day Service, and it is 
made up of responsive readings from the 
Scriptures, special hymns that may be 
sung to familiar hymn tunes, verse reci- 
tations for children from the - various 
departments of the school, and the like. 

Readers of THe Sunpay ScHoo. Trmes 
have long been familiar with Miss Smith’s 
special day services, as they have ap- 
peared in the pages of the Times. The 
problem of getting into’ the pages of the 
Times all of the material that is press- 
ing for publication in these days of paper 
shortage, as well as the thought that the 
publication of this special service as a 
pamphlet may prove a real convenience 
to our readers, prompts the Editors to 
offer it in this form. It will not appear 
in the pages of the Times. 

If you desire copies of this special 
service for use in your school, just ask 
for “The 1945 Children’s Day Service,” 
and address your order, with the proper 
remittancé, to The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 
5, Pa. 
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ful colporteur. 
‘paid an immense number of visits to 
‘Irish homes, and sold some 70,000 New 
‘Testaments. He is described as a man 
_of singularly beautiful mind and spirit, 








————S 








Lesson for May 6 


"THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


A Survey of Religious Life 


and Thought 
By. ERNEST GORDON 


PM“ ONTEMPORARY Christian Biog- 
raphy.—The Christian Irishman 
‘records the death of Mr. Alexan- 


_der MacAskil, an Irish scholar, saint, 


and missionary. He was a graduate of 


’ Aberdeen University and a profound 
‘student of the Word in both Hebrew 


and Greek; also a distributor of the 
Word. For fifty years he sold Scrip- 


‘ture -to Irish-speaking people in the west 


of Ireland — a conscientious and success- 
In his long service he 


his language and thoughts reminding 


-ohe of Samuel Rutherford. 


Prof. Duncan M. Blair, at the early 
age of thirty-one professor in anatomy 
in, King’s College, London, and later in 
the Regius Chair of Anatomy, Glasgow, 
has passed away at the age of forty- 
eight. He was both scientist and Cal- 


.vinist, and exercised a profound religious 


influence over Students. A tower of 
strength to the Inter-Varsity ‘Fellowship 
of Evangelical Unions, a much sought 
lay preacher in Scottish churches, an 
elder in the small congregation of Mil- 
ton Church, Glasgow, and active in the 
work of foreign missions, he was also 
in the last war a surgeon-lieutenant in 


‘the navy, and in the present war first 


cOmmanding officer in the Glasgow Uni- 
versity Navy Division. The loss to Scot- 
land of this great Christian leader is 
almost irreparable. 

> A Brazilian Sunday school leader who 
has recently died was Mr. J. L. F. Braga, 
a manufacturer of Rio de Janeiro, char- 


‘ter member of the Y.M.C.A.'and of the 


Evangelical Hospital, and for thirty 


“years superintendent of the Fluminense 
‘Church Sunday School. 


He was also 
founder of the Brazilian Sunday School 


Union, and in 1932 president of the 


‘World’s Sunday School Associatioh. He 
was a devout and respected Christian 
in his business life and in his home. 


Men’s Hearts Fgiling Them—The 
Christian Century, at the end of a retro- 
‘spect for the year 1944, speaks of “myri- 
ads of thoughtful minds with a sense 
of. need of some better hope... than 
any now being offered mankind.” 

They should look, then, for “that 
blessed hope, and the glorious appear- 


ing of the great God and our Saviour 
- Jesus Christ.” 


- It then quotes Fortune: “The way 
out is the sound of a voice, not our voice, 
but a voice coming from something not 
ourselves, in the existence of which we 


Encouragements and warnings 
bom all the wesld 


eannot disbelieve. If the pastors cannot 
hear it, or if they fail to tell us, we, as 
laymen, are utterly lost.” 


The only voice that answers to that 
description is the voice of the Son of 
God, which they that hear shall live, 
the keleusma, the shout of command, 
which ushers in the resurrection of the 
dead in Christ, the transfiguration of 
His living saints. 

“As 1944 closes, as 1945 opens,” con- 
tinues the Christian Century, “dis- 
tracted, despairing men are listening for 
that [hypothetical] voice.” 


The American Mission to Lepers has 
back of it an army of givers; in fact, 
51,000 humble, faithful ones, whose 
hearts have been opened to contribute. 
Expansion is coming, seven new projects 
in India, Thailand, Korea, China, Ethi- 
opia, Liberia, and the Belgian Congo. 
About 1,500 meetings in behalf of this 
great cause were held last year by staff 
speakers, reaching nearly every state in 
the Union. 

Dr. Tucker, of Rio de Janeiro, recently 
sent 174 books in Portuguese to six dif- 
ferent leprosy colonies in Brazil, thirty- 
four going to a colony in which there 
is a group of Protestant Christians. The 
book most appreciated was “The Pilgrim’s 
Progress”; next came the lives of Paton 
and Livingstone; the third was, “Why 
Do We Suffer?” by Dr. Rhoden, a Brazil- 
ian priest now studying in Princeton 
Seminary. 


Rabbi Milton Steinberg of the Park 


‘Avenue Synagogue, New York, is pre- 


sumably a Reform Jew. He writes, in 
the current Atlantic, on the prospects 
of Zionism: 


“Let me confess to ... the historic 
confidence of the Jewish religion that 
something is destined to come out of 
the reassociation of Israel with Pales- 
tine. Twice this people struck foot in 
its ancestral soil and wonderful events 
occurred. The first time prophetism 
came into being; the second Rabbinical 
Judaism and Christianity. I should. be 
less than candid if I did not admit to 
a high expectation concerning the third 
encounter,—an expectation of new in- 
struction coming out of Zion, of some 
fresh word of God sounding in Jeru- 
salem.” 


The Messianic hope of his people is 
no longer a person but “a word of in- 
struction coming out of Zion.” It will 
be the Word of God, the Messiah who 
is the Word, coming to Zion. “And the 
Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto 
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them that turn from transgression in 
Jacob, saith the Lord”. (Isa. 59:20). 


Mr. Rockefeller spoke recently at a 
dinner of the Protestant Council in the 
Waldorf-Astoria on the unimportance of 
creeds as compared with “life.” He con- 
fessed that it was repetition of an ad- 
dress made twenty-five years ago. The 
consequences of the anticreedal teach- 
ing at Riverside Church are seen in 
“life” in the cocktail lounges of Rocke- 
feller Center. 

I was reading of the famous Scottish 
professor, Rabbi. Duncan, an Orientalist 
who, when he applied to fill the vacancy 
in the professorship of Hebrew and Ori- 
ental Languages in Glasgow University, 
presented. himself for examination in 
the whole of Hebrew literature, Bibli- 
cal, Talmudic, and all else; also in 
Syriac, Arabic, Persian, Sanskrit, and 
various Hindu vernacular. This savant 
was also master of theologies and philoso- 
phies. At one time in his life he was 
troubled with creedal doubts and felt 
unable to subscribe to the Westminster 
Confession, but coming under the influ- 
ence of the Swiss Evangelical, Dr. Cesar 
Malan, also a savant and a convert from 
contemporary unbelief, he had a pro- 
found evangelical experience, and from 
that time on creeds offered no difficulties. 
His roots were strengthened and grew, 
and fruit followed. One illustration. He 
went out to Budapest, to the Church of 
Scotland mission to the Jews there, and 
among the converts were Dr. Alfred 
Edersheim, later the author of a great 
life of Christ, and Dr. A. Saphir of a 
family of Jewish intellectuals, who for 
years was a notable Presbyterian min- 
ister in London. 

When the heart is changed the head 
no longer stumbles at doctrine. Malan, 
Duncan, Edersheim, Saphir were not 
lacking in mentality! The Christian 
creed or confession is a guide to life 
—eternal life. “Charge them that are 
rich in this world, ... that they ... 
lay hold on eternal life.” The literal 
translation is “on life that is really life.” 
“If thou shalt confess with thy mouth 
{this short creed] the™Lord Jesus [the 
deity of Christ], and shalt believe in 
thine heart that God hath raised him 
from the dead, thou shalt be saved.” 
This is the only known passport to 
life that is “really life.” 


On the occasion of Mr. Gandhi’s 75th 
birthday, Town Hall, New York, was 
filled to capacity. Quaker Rufus M. 
Jones declared Gandhi to be “the great- 
est person now living on the planet,” 
and John Haynes Holmes added lyrical 
comment: - “Gandhi has given to hu- 
manity for all time the solution of its 
problems. By the greatest feat of spir- 
itual satesmanship in history he has 
shown the way of life which men must 
follow, if they are to survive.” 

Gandhi actually is an unmitigated 
heathen. Of his cow-wership he says, 
“It is a unique contribution to the evo- 
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lution of humanitarianism, a practical 
application of the belief in the sacredness 
of all life.” -The foul Ramayana of 
Tulsi-Das he calls “the greatest book 
in all devotional literature.” Yet Tulsi- 
Das says, “Knowing that everything in 
the universe consists of Rama, I ever 
worship with joined hands, gods, de- 


mons, serpents, birds, ghosts, departed: 


ancestors, and night-walkers.” 

Gandhi declares Hinduism “free from 
dogma.” No system was ever drenched 
with more odious and ridiculous ones. 
He calls it “the most tolerant of re- 
ligions.” Certainly it is tolerant of all 
sorts of intolerable abuses and indecen- 
cies, but it is not tolerant of new-born 
Christians in Indian villages. “It gives 
its votaries the largest scope for self- 
expression” which is its essential evil. 
He calls the great and beneficent Brit- 
ish Government in India “vile beyond 
description,” a phrase truly applicable to 
Hindu treatment of outcaste and woman. 
He says “to study European medicine is 
to deepen our slavery. Hospitals are 
institutions for the propagation of sin, 
and European doctors the worst. quacks 
of all.” Which did not hinder his going 
to them when sick, to be nursed by 
British ‘women and doctors. 

Gandhi supporters pack the New York 
Town Hall “to capacity” to honor such 
aman! At the height of his cult the 
Christian Century was so constant in its 
adulation as to win the title of “The 
Weekly Gandhi.” 


In Great Britain there are 20,486 Meth- 
odist local preachers, members of a 
Mutual Aid Association, who spent, last 
year, some $120,000 in sick benefits, 
funeral payments, and other forms of 
brotherly aid. The Hon. Isaac Foot, M.P., 
who has of late been in America, ex- 
presses his regret that local preachers 
have. almost disappeared from Ameri- 
can Methodism. He says there is no 
large body of people of the same num- 
ber who have rendered better service 
in the affairs of the British nation than 
Methodist local preachers have. This is 
one reason why. their affairs are so well 
administered and why corruption is so 
largely nonexistent in British public life. 

“Their charge is ‘to serve the present 
age,’ and there are two ways in which 
they can do so, because of their training. 
One, by maintaining the Bible as a cen- 
tral factor in national life; the other, 
by helping to secure the heritage of the 
common man. ... On certain moral 
issues the Government of the day has 
lagged behind. There is a conspiracy of 
silence in regard to the liquor traffic. 
On great moral issues the people are 
miles ahead of the Government. A great 
responsibility rests on Methodism as the 
church of the common people.” 

Mr. Foot was speaking, just after D- 
Day, and his subject was “the first in- 
vasion of Europe.” Paul and Silas in- 
vaded Europe from Troas after the visit 
of the “man of Macedonia.” The in- 
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vasion personnel could have been carried 
in one of the smallest of the planes that 
flew from England to France on the 
previous Tuesday. It was the most mo- 
mentous voyage in history. They 
preached the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
which was to open all prison doors. 


How little, ordinarily, comes out of 
church union is again illustrated, this 
time from the experience of the United 
Church of Canada. Its revenues have 
never reached the level of giving that 
prevailed in the three uniting churches 
at the time of union. The missionary 
and maintenance fund contributions, 
which were $2,500,000 in the late 1920's, 
have declined to $1,500,000. 

Sunday school enrollment in the 
United Church declined from 653,315 in 
1931 to 484,712 in 1942,-a drop of 25 per 
cent. “The religious education program 
suffers from slackness of conviction, 
lack of enthusiasm, and inadequacy of 
leadership. Men of Methodist upbring- 
ing are sometimes heard to lament the 
passing from the United Church of the 
old Methodist enthusiasm. . . . The sects 
throng their churches in the cities and 
multiply in the rural districts. They are 
winning people whom the United Church 
ought to be reaching and is not. The 
enrollment in the United Church col- 
leges is small. 

This gloomy picture appears in the 
Christian Century, whose editor was an 
enthusiastic supporter of this. union at 
the time. Among other things, the Union 
split the Presbyterian Church in two, 
with injustices and heartburnings. 


How different the statistics from a 
“come-outer” church. The Regular Bap- 
tist churches of the United States are 
but 298 in number. Returns from only 
153 have come in to date. --Yet these 153 
churches gave for missions last year the 
arhazing sum of $366,858, a per capita 
gift of $10.94 as compared with the $1.52 
per capita gift of Northern Baptist Con- 
vention churches. Of these 153 churches, 
26. have memberships of less than 50, 
while 34 have a membership of between 
50 and 100. One church with a member- 
ship of 45 gave $1,817 to missions. 

The Regular Baptist organization has 
been in existence hardly more than two 
decades. It has increased from 80 
churches to nearly 300 in twelve years. 


Temperance Notes.—There is no ques- 
tion that 1 Péter 1:13 should be trans- 
lated, “Gird up the loins of your mind, 
be wholly abstinent from wine, and 
hope to the end for the grace that is 
to be brought unto you at the revela- 
tion of Jesus Christ.” Here is one im- 
plication involved in this literal and 
correct translation. Three hundred mil- 
lion Roman Catholics, more or less, be- 
lieve the Apostle Peter, who wrote these 
words, to be the founder of their Church, 
its first Pope, and to be buried in the 
crypt of St. Peter’s Church in Rome. 
They believe him to have been infallible 
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in all utterances concerning faith and 
morals. In his first Epistle (1:13)° he 
gives a categorical command to all be- 
lievers, evangelical and Catholic alike, 
to abstain from intoxicants. 

“The Holy Father holds out his hand, 
with Peter’s ring on it, to be kissed by 
pilgrims,” says Father Gillis in “The 
Eternal City.” He should at the same 
time, if he were really a follower of 
the infallible Peter, admonish ‘them to 
abandon the use of intoxicants. Nay, 
the hand with Peter’s ring should write 
an encyclical to all of his immense flock 
demanding that they obey Peter’s com- 
mand of total abstinence. He himself 
indeed should be the first to obey. 

After Peter, Paul. In Ephesians 5:18 
Paul’ speaks of “wine, wherein is de- 
bauchery.” (This I believe to be the 
correct translation.) In 1 Timothy 5:23 
he advises Timothy to use a little wine 
(presumably unfermented) for his 
chronic stomach troubles. ‘Notice the 
admonition directly preceding, “Keep 
thyself pure.” Would Paul have recom- 
mended the use of alcoholic wine, that 
“wine, wherein is debauchery,” to one 
seeking to live the life of holiness? Oh, 
no! He had too mueh knowledge of 
this present evil age for that. ; 


A Union theological student answers 
a humanist article in the Christian Cen- 
tury in a way that “would gratify the 
men of old Union Seminary in its great 
evangelical days. 

“We must in our. churches emphasize 
not the sufficiency of man, but the de- 


. pendence of man. Our status is one of 


sonship and dependence, and the pride 
which would have us acknowledge no 
ruler but ourselves is the cause of our 
undoing. As this applies.to our culture, 
we are living in what Elton Trueblood 
has Called a ‘cut-flower civilization,’ try- 
ing to keep the flower [our ethics] with- 
out the root [our religion], and the 
flower by itself is dying. We could well 
bear in mind Paul’s thought, that it is 
only as‘we know our weakness, that we 
are made strong. Augustine, speaking 
to a time sinfilar to ours, began this 
‘City of God’ on the text, ‘God resisteth 
the proud, but giveth grace unto the 
humble.’ ” 

The Christian Century writer suggests 
that morning sermons be formulated by 
pooling the work of a committee of re- 
search experts, making it a digest of 
current reasoned. opinion. He would 
have us preach the word of man. (Let 
us be here forewarned that it is our job 
to preach the Word of God. The con- 
cern of the preacher is not to give a 
correct digest of the report of a group 
of experts; it is rather-to offer himself 
as a mediator through whom the Lord 
of creation may speak, if He so chooses. 
Let us find that word in the Bible,:where 
God breaks through our temporality, in 
experiences that are eternally contem- 
porary.) 

The article has two casual references 
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to Christ, and that is all. Let us un- 
ravel this warped picture and proclaim 
that Christ must not be a side show 
in the church of tomorrow, or the church 
of today. Christ must be absolutely cen- 
tral. The great questions, “What is: God 
like? What is man to be like? How 
can fellowship with the God we have 
spurned be restored?” are answered, not 
by looking to ourselves, but by looking 
to “that strange Man upon His Cross.” 
Our message is not the message of “man 
who would become God,” but of the 
God who became man. 


Prof. Paul Tillich of the Union Semi- 
nary faculty strikes a similarly loyal 
note: 


“Paul .says, ‘No one is speaking in the 
Spirit of God when he cries, “Cursed 
be’ Jesus”; and no one can say “Jesus is 
Lord” except in the Holy Spirit.’ He 
who accepts Jesus as the Christ proves 
by this very fact that he has the Spirit 
of God. This statement surpasses all 
capacities of the spirit of man. It is the 
mystery and foundation of the Christian 
church, the paradox and stumbling block 
which produces curses against Chris- 
tianity; the depth and power which cre- 
ates a new Being in the world, mney, 
and man. 


“Therefore he who joins the confes- 
sion of the Christian church, that Jesus 
is the Christ, participates in the divine 
Spirit; he can receive the spirit of wis- 
dom and knowledge, he can become a 
theologian. Theology is a work of the 
church, just because it is a gift of the 
divine Spirit. It is not a matter of so- 
called free thinking, or of scientific re- 
search, or of general philosophical analy- 
sis. Theology is an expression of the faith 
of the church, it is a restatement of the 
paradoxical statement that Jesus is the 
Christ, in all its presuppositions and im- 
plications.” 


The Railway Mission of North America. 
—A’ convention at Pontiac, Mich., 
brought railway men together for five 
days of shop and church meetings; they 
came as far as from Muskegon and Buf- 
falo. In Toronto, shop meetings aré now 
being held for women employed in the 
Canadian Northern and Canadian Pa- 
cific shops. “Those interested in the 
Norfolk and Western should not forget 
the spring campaign to begin with a 
week. of evangelism and, at Portsmouth 
(Ohio) R.R. Y.M.C.A., with Bible studies 
each morning, to continue in each di- 
vision, Cincinnati to Norfolk.” 


The organ of this movement is the 
Broadcaster; which offers the Gospel in 
a way to interest railroaders. A Penn- 
sylvania R.R. engineer in Cleveland 
writes: “Can you send me 200 more of 
the last Broadcaster.: They have gone 
from California to New York, and I want 
to use more” A Canadian Northern 
man writes, “I would ‘like to’ get this 
paper into every railway home in this 





‘Sioux Lookout, Ont.: 
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place — two or three hundred. Will look 
after the cost.” 

Another Canadian Northern man at 
“The Broadcaster 
is enjoyed by us, distributed to others, 
watered by prayer, and some day the 
Lord of the harvest will gather His fruit. 
Then there will be joy unspeakable.” 

Atlanta, Ga., a Southern R.R. engi- 
neer: “This paper is better than ever. 
Men at different places eager to get it. 
The men at the shops took up an offer- 
ing among themselves for it. Here it is.” 

“I am a fireman on the P.M. Did not 
know of your wonderful organization till 
recently. Enclosed are the names of 
some railroaders who ought to be re- 
ceiving the paper. Bill to me.” 

And the wife of a N.Y.C. railway man: 
“The Lord showed me how to help rail- 
roaders by having a Broadcaster sent to 
them. It is hard for me to get the names 
and addresses. Even my husband does 
not know them, for they just know each 
other by sight and nickname.” 

“Union Pacific switchman pledges $1 a 
payday. “Feel sure I can use 125 copies 
instead of the 60 copies I have had.” 

A Buffalo N.Y.C. man writes: “Back 
from Pontiac I met Jim Clark, (fireman, 
D.L. and W.) on his way back from 
evangelistic meetings he had been hold- 
ing. He gave me —— for the work. 
The Lord bless you.” 


In the Experience Meeting.—“Baldy” 
Becker, an engineer on the Bae 4 
vania, was given over to-drink and the 
world. He heard a voice and*the ‘words; 
“Now or never.” 


He answere@ the’ cal, - 


~- 


v 


fell on his knees, and accepted Christ. - 


His old cronies said it would last three 
—six— months. Two years later when 
the second locomotive of a double 
header freight train blew up, Mr. Becker 
was saved as by fire. He felt God had 
saved him for a purpose and decided to 
live all his spare time for God. 

So, in spite of the recentness of an 
operation to save his eyesight, he spoke, 
six weeks after, from the “Stone” out- 
side the N. Y. Central Station, Cleveland, 
for forty-five minutes, on the -gracé of 
God. “I did enjoy telling of God’s love 
and my Lord and Saviour,” he reports 
in the Broadcaster. 


Disillusion.—Elsie Harrison is a bril- 
liant English writer, who on “the 284th 
Sunday of the war,’—we are coming 
close to a second “Seven Years’ War,” — 
comments (in the Methodist Recorder) 
on the strange circumstance of young 
women going to war. This “full equal- 
ity with men” was what their mothers 
fought for in the days of long ago, when 
they went to Holloway Prison for the 
sake of “Votes for Women,” or walked 
in drab procession through the cobbled 
streets of Manchester. And the irony 
of it is that these “militant suffragettes” 
really believed they were fighting for 
peace! When women had votes, wars 
would not be countenanced by women 
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voters. They would not bring forth 
sons for bullet meat. 

“There is a certain pathos in the 
thought of all those wasted words of 
eloquence from the wisps of women on 
soap boxes amidst the cinder paths of 
Lancashire and the green parks of Lon- 
don. It all seemed so true to them then, 
and the New Jerusalem was surely just 
round the next draughty corner. The 
facts of history always have a way of 
belying its dreams. History is indeed a 
rank pessimist. 

“Our forefathers were better informed. 
They confessed a despair of this world’s 
order of things. We believe in salva- 
tion by agenda, and have no time for 
eternity. The convening of a committee 
is like the foundation stone of the New 
Jerusalem. But Wesley kept his disci- 
ples’ eyes on death as the goal of life, 
and the whole genius of his Methodist 
Society was so framed as to steer men 
clear of this ‘weary world.’ It is true 
that his miessage of the pity and the 
peace of God brought about social re- 
forms, but it was not what it first set 
out to do. The Methodist unashamedly, 
in his down-sitting and his uprising, was 
‘other worldly.’ 

“The tragedy of the world today is 
that those vast horizons have been con- 
tracted and that eternity has faded from 
man’s ken. The horrors of war will 
have been worth while if their 
poignancy can pierce that awful gloom 
of negation and reveal one glimpse of 
those fields beyond the swelling flood. 
Any suffering would be worth while if 
it could restore to us the dream of our 
native heaven in the midst of this cruel, 
homeless world of blatant fact. We 
could snap our fingers at life then, and 
know that, after it had done its worst 
to us, it could make no sort of difference 
to the sealed orders of our destination. 
There has never been better news than 
Christ’s word of the many mansions.” 

One has only to add that Miss Chris- 
tabel Pankhurst, foremost suffragist of 
an earlier day, is now a herald of the 
blessed hope of Christ’s soon-coming. 


Brief Notes 


The general in charge of the gallant 
Air-borne Division at Arnhem, Maj. 
General Robert E. Urquhart, C.B., was 
closely tied to the Scotch manse, his 
forebears for six generations having 
been Presbyterian ministers. 


An Act to Amend the Criminal Code 
of Canada is proposed which would 
penalize anyone “printing, or distribut- 
ing, anything calculated to expose any 
person or group to contempt or discrim- 
ination.” Penalty: large fine and im- 
prisonment with hard labor. Similar 
proposals are made from time to time 
in the United States. Their provenance 
in Canada is Catholic; in the United 
States, Catholic and Jewish. They are 
a dangerous innovation and eae hie, Hse 
the American tradition. 
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LESSON 6. MAY 6. THE HEBREW MONARCHY AT ITS HEIGHT 


International Uniform Lesson.—1 and 2 Samuel; 1 Kings 1 to 11; printed text, 1 Kings 9:1-7, 26;.10:26-28; 11:4, 11 
Golden Text.—Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord.—Psa. 33:12 


, 
Kinc JAMES VERSION 


1 Kings 9:1 And it came to pass, when Solomon had finished 
the building of the house of the Lorp, and the king’s house, and 
all Solomon's desire which he was pleased to do, . 

2 That the Lorp appeared to Solomon the second time, as he 
had appeared unto him at Gibeon. 


3 And the Lorp said unto him, I have heard thy prayer and 
thy supplication, that thou hast made before me: I have hal- 
lowed this house, which thou hast built, to put my name there 
for ever; and mine eyes and mine heart shall be there per- 
petually. 

4 And if thou wilt walk before me, as David thy father walked, 
in integrity of heart, and in uprightness, to do according to all 
that I have commanded thee, and wilt keep my statutes and my 
judgments: 

5 Then I will establish the throne of thy kingdom upon Israel 
for ever, as I promised to David thy father, saying, There shall 
not fail thee a man upon the throne of Israel. 


6 But if ye shall at all turn from following me, ye or your 
children, and will not keep my commandments and my statutes 
which I have set before you, but go and serve other gods, and 
worship them: 

7 Then will I cut off Israel out of the land which I have given 
them; and this house, which I have hallowed for my name, will 


I cast out of my sight; and Israel shall be a proverb and 4 
byword among all people. 


26 And king Solomon made a navy of ships in Ezion-geber, 
which is beside Eloth, on the shore of the Red sea, in the land 
of Edom. 


Chap. 10:26 And Solomon gathered together chariots and horse. 
men: and he had a thousand and four hundred chariots, ang 
twelve thousand horsemen, whom he bestowed in” the cities for 
chariots, and with the king of Jerusalem. 

27 And the king made silver to be in Jerusalem as stones, and 
cedars made he to be as the sycomore trees that are in the vale, 
for abundance. 

28 And Solomon had horses brought out of Egypt, and linen yarn: 
the king’s merchants received the linen yarn at a price. 


Chap. 11:4 For it came to pass,.when Solomon was-old, that 
his wives turned away his heart after other gods: and his heart 
was not perfect with the Lorp his God, as was the heart of 
David his father. 


11 Wherefore the Lorp said unto Solomon, Forasmuch as this 
is done of thee, and thou hast not kept my covenant and my 
statutes, which I have commanded thee, I will surely rend the 
kingdom from thee, and will give it to thy servant. 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education 
and used by permission, 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


HE careful reading of the two 
Books of Samuel and the first 
eleven chapters of First Kings is 
not nearly so great a task as many peo- 
ple imagine. All can be gone over with- 
out undue haste by spending less than 
half an hour each day during the week 
—far less time than is often given to 
reading the daily paper. This examina- 
tion of the suggested texts would give 
a fairly full understanding of the events 
that led up to the establishment of the 
monarchy in Israel and of the failure of 
King Saul and the preparation for, and 
rule of, King David, who was called the 
man after God's own heart (1 Sam. 13: 
14). Though he failed grievously in 
“the matter of [the wife of] Uriah the 
Hittite,” the one great blot upon his 
otherwise reasonably pious life (1 Kings 
15:5), he repented in bitterness df soul, 
and sought forgiveness and obtained 
mercy when he owned his sin and judged 
himself before God, as we see in Psalm 
51 and the first half of Psalm 32. 
Under David, the foes of the Hebrew 
nation were subdued and most of them 
brought under tribute, while the king- 
dom itself was consolidated and its af- 
fairs administered in an orderly manner 
that brought peace and prosperity to 
the nation. Religion, too, was given a 
prominent place, and the outward ob- 
servances of the laws and statutes given 
through Moses were recognized and en- 
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forced in large measure. - The ark of 
the Lord was brought to Jerusalem and 
a temporary sanctuary erected to house 
it. The tabernacle itself remained at 
Shiloh, where jit had become greatly 
neglected in the later years of King 
Saul, whose evil example had affected 
the people adversely. It was David's 
desire to build a great temple on Mount 
Moriah as the center of Hebrew wor- 
ship, but this was not to be his priv- 
ilege because of the many wars in which 
he had been obliged to participate (1 
Chron. 28:3). It was given to King Solo- 
mon, the son of Bath-sheba, who suc- 
ceeded his father, to do this great work. 
In his reign the kingdom attained its 
greatest glory, but deteriorated toward 
the close as-Solomon himself got away 
from God and forsook the moral and 
spiritual ideals of his youth (1 Kings 
11:9). 


The Historical Setting 


It is an interesting fact and, some 
might say, a remarkable coincidence 
that all five of Israel’s rulers, during 
this section of the history of the nation, 
fulfilled forty years each in public office. 
They flourished from about 1176 to 976 
B.C. Eli judged Israel as high priest; 
Samuel as prophet; and Saul, David, and 
Solomon as kings. 


Verse by Verse 


1 Kings 9:1—“Solomon had finished 


the building of the house of the Lord, 
and the king’s house.” In his early 
years, Solomon devoted himself to carry- 
ing out the desire of his father’s heart 
in erecting a Temple to Jehovah, and 


later, in building a magnificent palace 
for himself. 

Verse 2.—‘The Lord appeared to Solo- 
mon the second time.” He had made 
Himself known to him in the beginning, 
granting the wisdom for which the 
young king prayed, and, in addition, 
abundant wealth and great power and 
fame. Now that the Temple was dedi- 
cated, God appeared to him again. 

Verse 3.—“I have hallowed this house, 
which thou hast built, to put my name 
there for ever.” God accepted the sanc- 
tuary which had been offered to Him 
and promised to abide in it forever; 
that is, of course, as long as it stood. 
When, at last, it was destroyed, He for- 
sook it because of the sins of the people. 

Verse 4.—“If thou wilt walk before 
me.” It was no unconditional promise 
that God made to Solomon. His pres- 
ence and blessing were dependent on 
the obedience of the king and his people. 

Verse 5—“Then I will establish the 
throne of thy kingdom upon Israel for 
ever.” God had promised to David that 
“there shall not fail thee a man upon 
the throne of Israel.” The promise be- 
came void when failure came in, but 
the time is coming when God, acting 
in sovereign grace, will set a Man on 
David’s throne (2 Sam. 7:16) whose 
kingdom shall never come to an end. 

Verses 6 and 7.—“If ye shall at all 
turn from following me, ... then will 
I cut off Israel out of the land .. . and 
this house ... will I cast out of my 
sight.” The warning was clear and defi- 
nite. Had Israel obeyed God they would 
have remained in their land, and their 
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kings would have held sway over them, 
ruling in the fear of God. But they for- 
feited all title to blessing by turning 
away from the law of their God. 

Verse 26—“King Solomon made a 
navy of ships in Ezion-geber ... on the 
shore of the Red sea.” This verse sug- 
F gests the world-wide influence of Solo- 
mon. His navy traded with the nations 
at the utmost limits of the ancient world. 
Only/ recently, archaeologists have un- 
covered the ruins’ of this city at the 
northern tip of the eastern arm of the 
Red Sea. 

Chap. 10:26.—“Solomon had a 
thousand and four hundred chariots, and 
twelve thousand hgrsemen.” These were 
rather to protect the land than for of- 
fensive warfare. They formed a great 
army and indicated the _ potential 
strength of the kingdom. 


Verse 27.—“The king made silver to 
be in Jerusalem as stones.” Palestine 
was definitely on the gold standard. So 
rich was the country and so prosperous 
its merchants that silver was lightly 
esteemed. 


Verse 28. — “Solomon had _ horses 
brought out of Egypt, and linen yarn.” 
Commerce flourished by land as well as 
by sea. The merchants of Palestine led 
the world in their great undertakings. 


Chap. 11:4.—“When Solomon was old, 


... his wives turned away his heart.’: 


It is evident that as his wealth and fame 
increased, the king lost the spiritual 
sensitiveness of his early days. He be- 
gan to live like any godless Oriental 
potentate, multiplying wives to himself 
and weakly yielding to their solicitations 
to set up shrines for the idols many of 
them had worshiped in their own lands. 
We are told that Solomon’s “heart was 
not perfect with the Lord his God, as 
was the heart of David his father.” Thus 
he forfeited all title to the promised con- 
ditional blessings given to him in the 
days of his conscientious adherence to 
the law of the Lord. 


Verse 11.—‘Forasmuch as this is done 
of thee. ..I will surely rend the king- 
dom from thee.” In righteous judgment 
God declared He would take away do- 
minion from the house of King Solomon. 
This He did partially in the days of Reho- 
boam and nearly completely, four cen- 
turies later, in the days of’ Zedekiah (2 
Kings 25: 1-9). Nevertheless, His covenant 
with David shall stand (Psa. 89:34-37), 
but through the enthronement of Jesus, 
Son of David after the flesh through 
Nathan (Luke 3:31), not Solomon. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


‘Whenever and wherever tested by 
God, man has proved himself to be a 
failure. Of all who had gone before 
him none attained to the wisdom of 
Solomon; yet even he sinned grievously 
by forgetting the, commandments of the 
Lord (1 Kings 11: 11) and so brought grief 
and ruin at last upon Israel. Under his 
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Last Week's, Lesson 


5. April 29.—Settlement and Struggles 
in Canaan (Temperance Lesson). 
Joshua; Judges; Ruth 


Next Week’s Lesson 


7. May 13.—The Tragedy of the North- 
ern Kingdom. 1 Kings 12 to 22; 
2 Kings 1 to 10; 15; 17:6-8 








reign they reached the highest pinnacle 
of worldly glory. Because of sin, both 
his and theirs, they became at last an 
outcast people, driven from their land 
and wandering in pain and wretched- 
ness among the Gentiles. Sin always 
brings disaster. May we, as a nation, 
learn from their sad history the folly 
of turning away from the paths of right- 
eousness. 


A Lesson Outline 
THe RISE AND FALL OF ISRAEL 


. Failure and confusion under the min- 
istry of Eli (1 Sam. 1 and 2) 

. Progress and blessing under Samuel’s 
leadership (1 Sam. 3 to 7) 

. God rejected and a king demanded 
and given (1 Sam. 8 to 10) 

. The reign of Saul (1 Sam. 11 to 31) 

. David reigns over Judah and Israel. 
Progress and prosperity (2 Sam. 
1 to 24) 

. Solomon’s glorious reign and his final 
declension (1 Kings 1 to 11) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The Characters of the Five Rulers. 
In Eli, the high priest, we see a kindly, 
well-meaning man, who had no control 
over his own house and hence was unfit 
fo take leadership among the people 
of God (1 Sam. 3:13, 14). In Samuel, 
the prophet, we find a faithful man, who 
sought the’ glory of God and the good 
of Israel, but who overestimated the 
abilities of his own sons and so lost the 
confidence of Israel (1 Sam. 8:2, 3). 
King Saul was a man largely dominated 
by expediency, too restless to wait on 
God (1 Sam. 13:13) and inclined to 
jealousy and vacillation. David had a 
very definite experience with God and 
sought to do His will, but he also proved 
to be weak when it came to controlling 
his own house and subduing the flesh. 
Solomon began well as a lowly young 
ruler, realizing his need of divine wis- 
dom and grace to do the will of God 
(1 Kings 3:7-9), but as he grew prosper- 
ous he lost out both morally and spir- 
itually. 


Summaries and Applications 


God has given us the records of the 
failures of His servants that we may be 
warned thereby, so as to avoid the same 
snares that tripped them up. 

Satan delights to lead an eminent serv- 
ant of the Lord into some grave sin, that 
the name of God may be dishonored and 
the work of Christ suffer. 

Self-confidence is the first step toward 
backsliding. We are only safe from sin 
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as we realize our own weakness and 
keep close to God. 


When a child of God gets his eyes off 
the Lord there is no depth of iniquity 
and infamy into which he may not sink. 


In the day of prosperity we need to 
abide in a sense of our dependence on 
God, lest through pride and carelessness 
we fall into the condemnation of the 
Devil. 


No nation has ever prospered for long 
whose people forsook the ways of right- 
eousness and dishonored God by dis- 
obedience to His Word. 


The present hour is one of real chal- 
lenge to the nations of Christendom, 
calling to repentance and a new conse- 
cration in order that He, who is the 
Moral Governor of the Universe, may 
spare us further suffering and blood- 
shed. 

CHICAGO. 

we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


HAT was the foundation upon which 
Israel’s prosperity rested? 
2. Why did God set the nation of 
Israel aside? 
3. Does God deal with nations today as 
with israel of old? 
4. What accounted for Solomon’s early 
success? 
5. What 
failure? 
6. Name four outstanding features of Sol- 
omon’s reign. 


7. What is one of our greatest national 
needs? 


was the cause of Solomon's 


(Answers on page 303) 
ye 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By the late William H. Ridgway 


The X Ray.—If thou wilt walk before 
me, as David thy father walked, in in- 
tegrity of heart (1 Kings 9:4). In a 
Sunday school lesson recently, this Cor- 
ner had a paragraph telling of my col- 
lection of grand fathers. I got the idea 
from Ted Malone, a broadcaster, who 
said he collected grand mothers. I have 
a few of my collection, to which the 
Editor added some from his collection. 


By grand fathers I meant the fathers 
of successful sons. I stated I could not 
add David to my collection because his 
sons had not been successful. Absalom 
tried to kill him, and Solomon “in al) 
his glory” was a failure as we shall see. 

David “walked, in integrity of heart.” 
We are told, “As he thinketh in his heart, 
so is he.” We have a popular hymn of 
the Billy Sunday days entitled, “If Your 
Heart Keeps Right.” 

One of the most wonderful of modern 
discoveries is the X ray. You have 
tooth trouble. The dentist puts a little 
black film the size of a postage stamp 
in your mouth, turns on his machine, 
and presently shows you at the root of 
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your tooth what is causing all the 
trouble. 

The other day a member of our house- 
hold fell down some steps and broke a 
leg. They turned on the X-ray machine 
at the hospital and the doctor saw just 
what sort of fracture it was. He fixed 
it up, and the broken leg is as good 
and straight as the other. 

Now God's eyes are “X-ray” eyes, so 
we are told, and all that is in our 
hearts is revealed to Him as plainly as 
the diseased tooth and broken bone. 
David, in spite of his fall-downs, had a 
healthy heart, just packed full of the 
finest sort of integrity. 

God tells Solomon, “You just keep 
that heart of yours in the same going 
condition as your father David kept his 
heart, and you and I will walk together.” 
That is to say, “Solomon, I'll be back of 
you.” -And what good “backing”! 


Silver Properties.—And the king made 
silver to be in Jerusalem as _ stones 
(chap. 10:27). When we had the lesson 
on the camel going through the eye of 
a needle, attention was called to how 
the Holy Spirit liked to use hyperboles 
to emphasize His points. It would be a 
nice exercise to go over the Scriptures 
and make a collection of these hyper- 
boles. The writer is trying to tell us 
how prosperous and rich Solomon was. 

It is thought Solomon had stores of 
gold and silver from mines in Africa. 
These made the kingdom enormously 
rich, and under Solomon the greatest 
country in the world at that time. 
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If you want to read an entertaining 
story, get Rider Haggard’s “King Solo- 
mon’s Mines.” Since Haggard wrote the 
story, explorers have found in Africa 
remains of smelting furnaces. Great 
stores of copper and gold are being got- 
ten from African mines at the present 
time. 

Apparently Solomon had access to all 
this mineral wealth. He used lots of it 
in building the Temple. 

The man from Europe comes to this 
country. He gets a good job and makes 
good money. Lives in the same frugal 
manner he did in the old country. Lives 
in a nice home (Coatesville) and not 
in a hut. Has an automobile. Sends 
pictures of house and car back to the 
folks in Europe. 

These men think Uncle Sam, like Solo- 
mon, has made silver to be as stones in 
America, and they stint and save to get 
the money to come, 

And here is the point of this para- 
graph. We are prosperous on exactly 
the same terms as Solomon’s Hebrew 
Kingdom. As long as we hold fast to 
the God in whom we trust we shall pros- 
per. Or as the Scripture puts it, as 
long as Uncle Sam walks “in integrity 
of heart” with God, we shall be a great 
people and a blessing to the whole world. 
But, alas for us, if we turn to “strange 
gods” as some of our citizens would have 
us do! 


A Great Breakdown.—I will surely 
rend the kingdom from thee, and give 
it to thy servant (chap, 11:11). The 


Only Christ can un- 
Lavel this tangle. 
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“wise” Solomon surely did not and God 
surely did. Listen to this. It is Solo. 
mon “in all his glory” who is being 
spoken about. 

“Then did Solomon build an high place 
for Chemosh. . . . Likewise did he for 
all his strange wives. ... And the Lord 
was angry with Solomon, because his 
heart was turned from the Lord God 
of Israel, which had appeared unto him 
twice. .. . He kept not that which the 
Lord commanded” (vs. 7-10). 

There is not a thing this world has to 
offer that was denied Solomon. He had 
a truly great and talented father who 
was on intimate terms with God. God 
gave him wisdom above all other men, 
He had unlimited wealth and unlimited 
power. He had fame. He had great 
friends and not many enemies. He had 
great ability. He had perfect health. 

With all this, and perhaps more that has 
not been mentioned, Solomon lacked one 
very important thing, good staying quali- 
ties. He did not hold on to the end. He 
slackened his hold on the God who had 
appeared to him. Satan, using his old 
garden of Eden trick, was able to undo 
him through the idolatrous foreign 
women. 

This text threatens, and in our next 
lesson we shall see why and how the 
great Hebrew tragedy came to pass. The 
lesson for all of us is that no matter 
how favored, no matter how high we get 
in the world, no matter how many times 
God has “appeared” to us, unless we 
keep close to him, our adversary “who 
walketh about” and “lieth at the gate,” 
will bide his time and get us. Nothing 
like tying good and tight up to Heaven! 

In our newspapers we read continually 
of proud and prosperous families (“king- 
doms”) which are “rent” because the 
“king” has been snared by Satan. 

Every reader of this lesson will prob- 
ably know locally of men and women 
who are the “remains” of once proud 
families which have all “gone to pieces.” 
It would be cruel to name the families. 
Satan uses all sorts of bait to work ruin 
to families. Sometimes he employs Old 
John Barleycorn, and at other times 
“strange women.” Sometimes he uses 
greed. But Satan can’t touch a hog 
without Heaven’s permission, so. keep 
tied up to Heaven. . 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 


we 
For Junior Teachers; 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 

Solomon in All His Glory 

(1 Kings 7:51; 10:22-29) 
EVIEW the names of the Books of 
History. Which Books tell stories 
of the pioneer days of the Jewish pe0o- 
ple? Today we are going to jump down 
the centuries of the Lord Jesus’ History 
Books, farther than our American his- 

tory books have yet had time to go. 

Four centuries have passed since 
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Joshua led the people into their land. 
Enemies no longer bother them; they 
are a strong, rich nation. The judges 
are long since gone, and now powerful 
King Solomon sits on a throne ruling 
the nation. 

Let’s take an imaginary trip around 
the city of Jerusalem. On the top of 
the hill sits a magnificent Temple for 
the worship of God. (Describe it from 
information given in 1 Kings 5 to 7.) 
As we stand looking up at the grand 
building, a citizen, noting our interest, 
begins to tell us how, on the day of the 
dedication when the ark had been 
brought in and everyone was singing 
praise to God, the Lord’s presence came 
in glory into the Temple (2 Chron. 5). 


Passing on, we see the palace and 
other rich buildings. The royal dishes 
are all of gold; silver is too common. 
There are thousands of servants in ele- 
gant liveries. See the king’s great 
throne! It is dazzling with ivory and 
gold. Look at the lions on each side 
of the throne chair, and on the six steps 
going up to it! 

Where do you suppose all the ivory 
and gold came from?. Solomon has a 
great navy that takes long trips to Af- 
rica. It brings back some queer pets, 
too, monkeys and peacocks (1 Kings 10: 
18-22). Solomon has traders on land 
who buy expensive linen from Egypt 
and horses and chariots. 

Solomon receives many gifts and taxes 
from foreign people who visit him to 
see his glory and hear his wisdom. You 
should have seen the presents the Queen 
of Sheba (Ethiopia) brought! She had 
heard that Solomon was unusually clever 
at answering questions. But she could 
hardly believe some of the stgries. So 
she planned some hard puzzles to test 
him. Then she made up a caravan of 
camels carrying spices, gold, and jewels. 
After Solomon had answered all her 
hard questions satisfactorily, and she had 
seen the richness of his palace and the 
royal banquets, she praised the king and 
gave him rich gifts: thousands and thou- 
sands of dollars of gold, more spices 
than ever again came to Jerusalem, and 
costly jewels. In turn Solomon gave her 
generous presents and offered her what- 
ever she desired (1 Kings 10: 1-13). 

Perhaps you wonder why Solomon was 
so rich and wise and famous. It goes 
back to his younger days when he first 
became king. He had been worshiping 
God that day. That night God appeared 
to him in a dream and gave him a 
chance to make one wish. What would 
you ask for in Solomon’s place? Good 
looks, money, fame, long life? Solo- 
mon didn’t choose any of these. “Give 
me now wisdom and knowledge” — he 
wanted to know how to be a good king 
for his people. God was pleased with 
this unselfish wish, and gave him wealth 
and fame besides (2 Chron. 1:7-12). So 
he became both very wealthy and the 
wisest man who ever lived. 
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There are six Books of History that 
tell about the kings. Make the leaflets 
with lists of familiar characters: 1 Sam- 
uel (Hannah, Samuel, Eli, King Saul, 
David,;and Goliath); 2 Samuel (David, 
Solomon); 1 Kings (Solomon, Elijah); 
2 Kings (Elisha, Naaman); 1 Chronicles 
(David, Solomon); 2 Chronicles (Solo- 
mon, Queen of Sheba). Copy Solomon’s 
prayer: “Give me now wisdom and 
knowledge” (2 Chron. 1:10, Memory 
Verse) on the back of the leaflet. 

Do you ever ask the Lord to help you 
understand your schoolwork? 


BUCKSPORT, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 
The Beautiful Temple 
(1 Kings 7:51; 8:1, 14, 15a) 
QuIz 


1. Who built the beautiful Temple? 

2. Who had prepared silver and gold and 
vessels for the Temple? 

3. What was the thing most important to be 
brought into the Temple?, 

4. What happened when the ark had been 
put in its place, and the priests had 
come out of the holy place? 

5. What did Solomon do to all Israel as he 
began his sermon? : 


LL the time the Israelites were wan- 

dering in the wilderness, on their 
way from Sinai to Canaan, the only place 
of worship they had was the Tabernacle. 
It was made so it could be taken up 
and moved as they traveled. 

But at last they reached the Promised 
Land, and David became king of Israel 
in Jerusalem. He wanted to build a 
temple for God, but God told him he 
could not build Him a temple, but his 
son should do it. David set aside gold 
and silver and vessels for the Temple. 

After David was dead, and Solomon 
was king in his place, he began to get 
ready to build the Temple. One of 
David’s friends was Hiram, king of Tyre, 
and as soon as he heard that Solomon 
was king in Jerusalem, he sent his serv- 
ants to him, and Solomon told him he 
was going to build a house for the Lord. 
Hiram helped him by having cedars of 
Lebanon, great trees, cut into lumber to 
build into the Temple. olomon sent 
thousands of men to help prepare this 
lumber. Then other thousands of men 
hewed stones out of the mountains for 
the foundation of the Temple. 

Just 480 years after the Israelites came 
out of Egypt, Solomon began the Tempie, 
and he was seven years building it. In- 
side, the whole Temple was overlaid 
with gold. It was a very beautiful Tem* 
ple, and it was built as a love offering 
by Solomon, love to God and love to his 
father David. 

God accepted the gift, and when the 
ark was put in its place, His glory filled 
the Temple. In these days, God does 
not show forth His glory as He did then, 
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but He puts His Spirit in the heart of 
every one who believes in His Son Jesus 
Christ, and the Spirit leads and guides 
and blesses them. God’s glory is shown 
forth in the lives of His children, or 
His glory is hidden by His children. 

Are you Ietting Him shine out through 
you? 

Do your schoolmates know you love 
the Lord Jesus? 

Do you show forth Christ’s glory in 
your home? 

Christians should not be quarreling 
and disagreeing, That doesn’t show forth 
Christ's glory to those around you. 

Even if you’re only six years old, you 
can let God’s Spirit make your life beau- 
tiful. 

Paul tells us our body is the temple 
of the Holy Spirit. If you will remem- 
ber that, you will take care of your 
body, and keep it clean and sweet and 
pure. Solomon’s Temple was kept clean 
and beautiful. May yours be just as 
pure and lovely. 

MopestTo, CAuirF. 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 301) 
1. Obedience to God and endeavor to 
honor Him. 


2. Because of their rejection of His Word; 
their worship of other gods; and their re- 
fusal to repent when He sent His servants 
to call them back to Himself. 


3. Yes, in the sense that He blesses where 
righteousness prevails and judges when 
iniquity is in the ascendency. 


4. Solomon requested of God, above all other 
things that he might have asked, “an un- 
derstanding heart” to judge the people 
aright (1 Kings 3:5-12). 

5. Disobedience and self-will; his love of 


heathen women turned his heart away after 
their gods (1 Kings 11:4). 


6. Building of the Temple and palace; 
peace and good will between the Hebrews 
and other nations; a larger kingdom than 
at any other time; national prosperity. 


7. We need national leaders who are con- 
secrated to God, and who will lead in and 
encourage worship and faith in God. 


we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, Bible biographies ‘are 

very frank. They do not gloss over 
the defects of the characters in the story. 
Happy for us, who read them and try 
to profit by them, it is that way. We 
are shocked to find Abraham and Isaac 
lying to the men of Gerar about their 
wives; to find David a murderer, a thief, 
and an adulterer; to find Peter deny- 
ing with cursing that he ever knew 
Jesus Christ; to find Saul of Tarsus, 
who afterward became Paul the apos- 
tle, hauling men and women to prison 
and actually putting them to death be- 
cause they acknowledged Jesus Christ 
as the Messiah of prophecy. We are 
shoeked, but. it brings us squarely to 
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face the fact that humanity is frail at 
its best—its very best—and the only 
way to live an upright life is by inti- 
mate and unbroken contact with the 
power of God. 

Now here comes Solomon, one of the 
strangest of all the moral defaulters in 
the Bible record. If ever any man had 
everything to gain and nothing to lose 
by being true to God and to his solemn 
and most impressive vows to God, that 
man was King Solomon. He inherited 
the throne of his father David, over a 
nation that had conquered all its ene- 
mies and was at the peak of its power; 
was specially favored of God who 
granted him superior wisdom so that his 
fame had gone abroad; was permitted 
to erect the great Temple at Jerusalem 
and to dedicate it with ceremony and 
feasting which surpassed anything in 
previous history for grandeur and na- 
tional rejoicing. What a career stretched 
out in prospect before him as one of 
God’s great servants of all the ages! 


And Solomon truly felt the deep sig- 
nificance and importance of his high es- 
tate. Listen to his blessing upon Israel 
at the end of his prayer when he dedi- 
cated the great Temple: “Blessed be 
the Lord, that hath given rest to his 
people Israel, according to all that he 
promised: there hath not failed one word 
of all his good promise, which he prom- 
ised by the hand of Moses his servant. 
The Lord our God be with us, as he was 
with our fathers: let him not leave us, 
nor forsake us: that he may incline 
our hearts unto him, to walk in all his 
ways, and to keep his commandments, 
and his statutes, and his judgments, 
which he commanded our fathers. And 
let these my words, wherewith I have 
made supplication before the Lord, be 
nigh unto the Lord our God day and 
night, that he maintain the cause of his 
servant, and the cause of his people 
Israel at all times, as the matter shall 
require: that all the people of the earth 
may know that the Lord is God, and 
that there is none else” (1 Kings 8:56- 
60). 

Chapter eleven, a few years later, be- 
gins: “But king Solomon loved many 
strange women, together with the daugh- 
ter of Pharaoh, women of the Moabites, 
Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, and 
Hittites; of the nations concerning which 
the Lord said unto the children of Is- 
rael, Ye shall not go in to them, neither 
shall they come in unto you: for surely 
they will turn away your heart after 
their gods: Solomon clave unto these in 
love” (1 Kings 11:1, 2). So, in the face 
of God’s clear warning, Solomon slip- 
ped and got on the toboggan, and went 
down to an ignominious end. As a re- 
sult, the nation was split in two and be- 
eame a mockery in the eyes of God’s 
enemies. 


“Wherefore let him that thinketh he 
standeth take heed lest he fall” (1 Cor. 
10:12). It is a tragic thing for a king 
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to abdicate his throne; to cast his dia- 
dem into the dyst for the bauble of 
momentary pleasure. We are “kings and 
priests unto God” (Rev. 1:6). God has 
entrusted to us a very high estate. We 
are temples of the Holy Spirit. Let us 
guard the trust as sacred above all 
others, fellows, and continually call upon 
Him to help us keep it clean. 


JACKSONVILLE, N. C. 


ve 
The Illustration Round Table 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for the 
qeer and explaining sho conditions under which 

ustrations are accepted may be had from 
the Times for 10 cents. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three months 
in advance of the lesson, and shouid not be 
clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
Bint the boat ected sn each’ iessos. 46 

four illustrations. 

“Ring It Again!”—Blessed is the 
nation whose God is the Lord (Psa. 33: 
12, Golden Text). A father once told 
his son that he was going to take him 
to visit the country church he used to 
attend as a boy. He spoke of the big 
bell he often rang for the sexton, to 
call the people of the countryside to 
the house of God for worship Sunday 
after Sunday. At last the day came 
when they went to the country. To 
their great disappointment, they found 
the old church building locked and long 
deserted. Looking through a window, 
they could see the long bell rope. The 
father borrowed a key from an old resi- 
dent and opened the door. The little 
son looked up into his father’s face, and 
then at the rope, and eagerly exclaimed, 
“Father, ring it again! Ring it again!” 
So, once again the old church bell rang, 
and people came from far and near to 
see what it was all about. The father 
told of what the church had meant to 
him in his boyhood, and with his help 
the old church was reopened for wor- 
ship and service in the community. How 
we wish today that all over America, 
and throughout the whole wide world, 
the words of that little lad might re- 
sound anew like a church bell ringing 
over hill and dale calling people back 
to church, “Ring it again! Ring it 
again !”"—From Moody Monthly. Sent 
by Mrs. Robert Vining, Piedmont, W. 
Va. Prize illustration. 


Deleted Textbooks.—Blessed is the 
nation whose God is the Lord (Psa. 33: 
12, Golden Text). An analysis of all the 
textbooks used in the public schools of 
one of the Eastern states a century ago 
has been made by the New England 
Fellowship, and compared with one of 
present-day schoolbooks. The old read- 
ing books contained from 75 to 100 per 
cent of religious matter. Today’s books 
have far more material regarding the 
gods of Greece, Rome, and Scandinavia 
than concerning the true God. In none 
was there even a reference to Christ.— 
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From Religious Survey, in The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Mrs. S. Otis 
Roe, Lynn, Mass. 


He Will Not Let Us Fall.—Do accord. 
ing to all that I have commanded thee 
(1 Kings 9:4). When a boy I had a 
dog whose name was Duke. Among 
other tricks, I taught him to jump 
through a hoop, then to jump 
through my arms when held in the form 
of a hoop, and later to jump into my 
arms and I would catch him. Some. 
times I would stand beside a pile of 
rocks or of briars with my arms over 
the pile so that the dog would know 
that he would get hurt, if he jumped 
and I did not catch him. Then I would 
call, “Come on, Duke.” The dog would 
hesitate. I might have to repeat the 
command several times, but Duke never 
failed to obey. Did I ever let him fall? 
I should walk in shame to this day if 
I ever had! Can we not see in this 
simple story ourselves and our Lord? 
He commands us to do certain things: 
for example, to “deny” ourselves and 
“follow” Him. That is asking a good 
deal of us. But think who it is that is 
asking it—Jesus, our Saviour, risen, 
glorified, our Intercessor, “able to save 
unto the uttermost.” Will He let us fall? 
Will He allow us to be hurt? If a dog 
could safely trust a boy, how much more 
may we safely trust our Lord?—From 
the Secret Place. Sent by Howard M. 
Green, Newfane, N. Y. 


The Bible at the Coronation.—Keep 
my statutes and my judgments (1 Kings 
9:4d). The coronation of King George 
VI was the first to be broadcast to the 
world by radio. What a magnificent tes- 
timony to the Bible was heard at that 
point in the Westminster Abbey service 
when the crystal-clear voice of the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury rang out with 
these words: “Our gracious King, we 
present you with this Book, the most 
valuable thing this world affords. Here 
is wisdom; this is the royal law; these 
are the living oracles of God.”—From 
Moody Monthly. Sent by Mrs. Robert 
Vining, Piedmont, W. Va. 


Applying the Same Reasoning to 
Money.—If ye shall at all turn from fol- 
lowing me...and serve other gods... 
(1 Kings 9:6). “A century ago the at- 
titude toward pagan religions was that 
they were all false, while Christianity 
alone was true. Now this classification of 
‘true and false’ is being given up by 
all careful students of religion, because 
each pagan religion teaches some moral 
truths,” is the verdict of a wise editor. 
Now let the editor substitute coin for 
religion: “A century ago the attitude 
toward outside coins was that they were 
all false, while the mint coins alone 
were true. Now this classification of 
genuine and bogus is being given up by 
all careful students of numismatics, be- 
cause all coins contain some true metal.” 
The bank teller who reasoned that way 
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would soon lose his position. No one 
says that truths in pagan religions are 
false, but that the religions which con- 
tain them are spurious and powerless. 
—From Dr. W. Ashmore. Sent by M. 
H. James, Toronto, Can. 


Capable, —But.—His heart was not 
’ perfect with the Lord his God (1 Kings 
11:4). A few years ago one of our state 
penitentiaries had two hundred thirty- 
five college graduates within its walls, 
as prisoners. Talking with a prisoner 
at San Quentin a short time ago, I was 
told: “We have men here who are capa- 
ble of any position in the world; there 
is no task or project they couldn’t carry 
through to success.” What is wrong with 
them? An unfortunate moral twist. So, 
our first effort ... is to realize the worth 
of wisdom, as against the common idea 
of knowledge.—From King’s Business. 
Sent by Ruth B. McDowell, Schenectady, 
N. Y. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


A Gop-CENTERED NATION 


OLOMON’S reign marks one of the 
most spiritual and prosperous peri- 
ods in history. Temporary peace pre- 
vailed for the most part during the 
thirty-three years of Christ’s life, but 
the Hebrew people were then subjects 
of Rome. During Solomon’s reign the 
Hebrews were a free, prosperous, wor- 
shiping people, pleasing God, and en- 
joying the best things of life. 
Either summarize the background of 
the lesson story, or give the following 
outline to the class for home study: 


David: Brought peace and unity to 
Israel. Planned for a temple, and 
made a setting of worship possible 
(1 Chron. 22; 28; 29). 

Solomon’s request for wisdom (1 Kings 

3). 
Building the Temple 
through 7). 
Dedication of the Temple (1 Kings 8). 
God’s propositions and later punish- 
ment of Solomon (1 Kings 9:1-7; 
11:1-14). 

Let us see how Israel’s prosperity com- 
pares with conditions in our own coun- 
try, and how we may guard against de- 
feat such as that which came to Israel. 

A Nation at Worship.—Display pic- 
tures of churches, rural and urban, and 
scenes of worship in camps, battle areas, 
and on ship. ' 

One of Solomon’s first concerns was 
to build the Temple which his father 
planned, so that his people might have 
a central place for worship, and a na- 
tional incentive for remembering God. 

To what extent is our country encour- 
aging worship at the present time? Tell 
something about the work of Army and 
Navy chaplains; home missionaries; the 
released time, v’eek-day Bible study pro- 
grams in schools. Mention recent re- 
vival movements, and Christian youth 
rallies. In what sections of our country 
is there still a crying need for Chris- 
tian training? How may indifferent 
multitudes be reached for God? Would 
a community call to worship be possible, 
and profitable? 

Prosperous Personal Progress.—Dis- 
play pictures of homes, schools, national 
buildings. 

Solomon built for himself a beautiful 
palace; he studied nature, and wrote 
books. He encouraged beauty, culture, 
and recreation (1 Kings 4:29-34; 10:26- 
29). To what extent is refined, intelli- 
gent environment necessary for national 
happiness? How has our nation encour- 
aged higher standards among _ the 
masses? What can Christians do to lift 
the standards of people? Is this a prob- 
lem for Christians? We must remem- 
ber to’ keep the glory of God as the 
central objective in all attempts to help 
people into a “better way of life.” 


(1 Kings 5 
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Business Prosperity.—Display pictures 
of stores, farms, factories, mines, other 
business. 

Solomon provided a balanced program 
of work, rest, and worship (1 Kings 5: 
13, 14; 9:25). He made God the center 
of his early activities, and employed men 
who let God direct their work (1 Kings 
5:4-7; 7:13, 14). Is America taking God 
into partnership in its present business 
activities? How can businessmen let 
God direct their work? 

International Relations.—Show pic- 
tures of Americans in other lands, — 
missionaries, service men and women, 
government representatives. 

Neighboring nations saw the results of 
God’s power in the life of Israel, as 
Solomon had prayed that they might, and 
they came to him to learn of that God 
(1 Kings 8: 41-43; 5:7; 10:9, 24). Are we 
of America and allied nations endeavor- 
ing to make our international plans serve 
to glorify God rather than man? Will 
other peoples, as they look to us for 
help, think better of God because of 
what they see in us? What can the 
Christians of the allied countries do to 
make other peoples conscious of our 
Saviour? 

Next week we shall see why Israel 
failed. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 


ye 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Father, we thank Thee for the record of 
Thy people, setting forth Thy plans for 
them and the activities of their leaders. 
We have seen that when they were 
faithful to Thee Thou didst abundantly 
bless them. There were great events in 
their national history which led to an 
enlargement of their power so long as 
they were obedient to Thy leadings, but 
when they were turned aside by other 
interests they were not faithful to Thee. 
May we in our day learn the deep les- 
sons of God-led obedience, not permit- 
ting the world to claim us, but putting 
God first at all times. We ask this in 
Jesus’ name. ' Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Out of the old days 
and the old experiences of God’s peo- 
ple some of the great lessons that they 
learned have come to us in today’s les- 





“BLESSED IS THE NATION 
WHOSE GOD IS THE LORD” 








son. Their Heavenly Father had pre- 
pared some marvelous gifts for the peo- 
ple of Israel through their leaders, and 
these leaders, like Solomon, had re- 
sponded to these favors with great faith- 
fulness until the temptations to follow 
their own way had overcome them; and 
then life was by no means what it had 
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been when they were gladly doing the The second great truth that the Chris. 
will of God. So it is with any people tian must take into consideration in 
today, who have been taught and _ choosing a lifework is the fact that God 
strengthened in God’s way. The nations has a definite plan and purpose for 
of today are reaping distresses by turn- each believer. “For we are his work. 
ing to their own ways and forgetting manship, created in Christ Jesus unto 
all that God would choose to teach them. good works, which God hath before or. 
You would do well to read this whole dained that we should walk in them” 
lesson carefully, and note God’s prom- (Eph. 2:10). God has not left us to 
ises and His plans which were made _ chance or to circumstances, but has map- 
available to the people, but which in ped out our lifework, even before we 
many Ways they rejected, following in- were born, so that it will fit into His 
stead their own plans. What is God’s_ great plan, and bring to us the greatest 
plan today for the nation to which you’ joy and blessing. 
belong? What is it we are seeking most ye 
of all, our will or God’s will, as we pass 
through the struggles of life? This, our 
God, is the same yesterday, teday, and 
forever. And if we fail to follow His 
leadings only disaster and disappoint- 
Anyone May Use Tracts ment are likely to follow. Shall we not 
Become an active witness decide to be true and faithful in the way 
Send for free copy of that He points to us? Let us pray. that those who are determined to do 
“Tracts and Their Uses’’ PHILADELPHIA. God’s will at any cost, as soon as they 
By Tom M. Olson Me know what it is, have God’s promise 
(All tracts are free of charge) Write ’ that they will be given the instruction 
LeTOURNEAU EVANGELISTIC CENTER The Young People s they need. “If any man willeth to do his 
(Suite 2307) 


. will, he’ shall know of the teaching” 
1270 Sixth Avenue New York 19, N. Y. Prayer Meeting (John 7:17, R.V.). ’ 


By John W. Lane, Jr. ne 


With these great and fundamental 
Sunday, May 6 truths before us, what, then, is to be 


. The Christian Basis for Choosing My our course of action in choosing a life- 
Translate lt Into Action! Lifework (Rom. 12:1-13). work? Our Scripture lesson shows us 
(Vocations Day) that yielding all we have and are to 


We know you have prayed for the God, which is our “reasonable” service 
Jews, especially those who are in the Topics are copyrighted by the International (or logical, fair, and just service), is the 
. A Society of Christian Endeavor, and are used fey he ‘ 

hands of their enemies. by permission. gateway to determining God’s will. It 


We know you sympathized with ‘ J , is difficult, and sometimes impossible, 
them when you heard of their plight LL too often, in choosing a lifework, for us to learn God’s will until our 
too horrible for words. young people are content to be in- minds have been renewed through yield- 

We are sure you have wished you fluenced largely by circumstances, or ing all to Him. 
could do something to alleviate environment, or assqciations. While all ye 
in some measure their distress and of these influences may be wholesome, . : 

Page The next reasonable step is definitely 
agony. and may thus have their rightful place ond enaciientin ta anh Ged to hae & 

But now is the time to trans- in the choice of a lifework, on the other = y , ‘ 


late your prayers, your sympathy, hand, they may not be wholesome. Fur- His will for our lifework. This — 
your heart's desire into action that thermore, even when right and good ‘“°©™ unimportant to some of us, bu 


will not fail to convey to the suffer- : é Christian experience indicates that 
ing Jew the reality of your Christian _ themselves, such influences may not sometimes God waits for the believer 
friendship and love. lead directly to God's will. to seek His will, and to ask, for direc- 

ve tion and guidance before He shows the 
way. You will remember that the Lord 
Jesus pointed out the importance of 
asking with a _ threefold admonition, 
“Ask, and it shall be given unto you; 
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it 
shall be opened unto you” (Luke 11: 
9). When God sees that we really mean 
business in this matter of choosing 4 


JESUS re CHRIST 


BIBLE STUDY 


Move by move and event by 
event account of the Life of 
Christ, arranged chronologi- 
cally, from the four Gospels. 


Price $2.00 
THE GOSPEL LIGHT PRESS 


Dept. T 
1443 N. Vine Street Hollywood 28, Calif. 
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Next we need to realize that God has 
promised to reveal His will to those 
who seek it. “If any of you lack wis. 
dom, let him ask of God, that giveth to 
all men liberally, and upbraideth not; 
and it shall be given him” (Jas. 1:5). 

Parallel with this truth is the fact 

















Help us to succor the many Of first consideration to the Christian 
r - in every part of the 


eart Help us bring comfort must be the fact that lifework is not 
and a living hope through Christ a matter of our own desires or prefer- 
to those who have lost hope. ences,— we are not our own. “Know 
: ye not that your body is the temple of 

We Need YOU = the Ranks of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which 
the Friends of Israel ! ye have of God, and ye are not your 
Please write now to own? For ye are bought with a price: 

Rev. Victor Buksbazen, B.D., Gen. Secretary therefore glorify God in your body, and lifework, and that we are willing to 
in your spirit, which are God's” (1 Cor. ask and seek and knock until He shows 


The ’ 6:19, 20). Therefore, God’s will must , : aes 
en srael ’ ’ us His will, He will indeed open the 
Fri ds of I be of primary consideration in the mat- a P 


28 . ° w before us. He may not show His 
Missionary and Relief Society,Inc. | ter of choosing a lifework. wis an ak coh, ee 
Treasurer: Rev. Joseph T. Britan, D.D. However, this is not a cold, burden- the next step clearly and unmistakably. 
728-S Witherspoon Building some requirement that God has imposed 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. on believers. On the contrary, it is the we 

Treasurer for Canada: loving, all-wise provision of a tender Our next responsibility is to watch. 
Rev. P. S. Dobson, M.A., D.D., Principal Father; for only when His will is put We are to watch His Word. He has 
Alma College, St. Thomas, Ont. first can the believer realize the full- given the Bible to us for instruction 
Genghe copy of our quarterly record, “Israel My Glory,” néss of God’s best, which is infinitely (2 Tim. 3:16) and for guidance (Psa. 
ai atta beyond the best that our own wisdom 119:105). ; 

or preference could choose. - We are to watch in prayer, and 
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fellowship with the Lord Jesus, keeping 
sensitive to anything that might come 
between, and thus cloud our under- 
standing of His will. 

We are to watch impulses that the 
Holy Spirit puts upon our hearts, for 
God often uses this means as one method 
i of guiding us into His will. “Delight 
thyself in the Lord; and he shall give 
thee the desires of thine heart” (Psa. 
37:4). This includes not only the grant- 
ing of our desires, but also the planting 
in our hearts of those desires that God 
wants us to have, so that we shall in- 
deed desire the very things that He 
has planned for us. 

We are to watch or heed the counsel 
of consecrated Christian friends. God 
sometimes uses other yielded Christians 
to counsel us, and thus direct us into 
His will. 

We are to watch the divinely ap- 
pointed circumstances that God will 
bring into our lives. Sometimes, when 
two avenues of service seem to be open 
before us, and we are honestly puzzled 
as to which God would have us enter, 
He will through circumstances close one 
and leave the other open, so that we 
may know which way we are to take. 

ie 

But let us remember that all of these 
factors work together. No one of them 
may safely be followed alone. For in- 
stance, God does not put upon our 
hearts a desire to do something that is 
contrary to His Word, nor will He be 
likely to use the counsel of Christian 
friends to direct us into a choice which 
is contrary to His Word or to the im- 
press He has put upon our own hearts, 
or contrary to the appointed circum- 
stances that He brings into our lives. 
But all working together, these factors 
will lead us and guide us unmistakably 
to that choice which God has for us. 

Are you confidently trusting Him to 
do just this for you in your choice of a 
lifework? 

PHILADELPHIA, 

we 


Ting Li Sui 
(Continued from page 296) 


were astounded and full of fear— 
“supernaturalism from beneath.” When 
asked why she used such terrible lan- 
guage she invariably replied: “I can’t 
help myself. An evil spirit is within 
me. I can’t control him. Whenever I 
speak, he makes me say what I don’t 
want to say.” 

But there was one man in whose pres- 
ence this woman was a changed crea- 
ture— Elder Ting. Whenever this piti- 
ful being came into his fine, urbane 
presence — and it happened a number of 
times — she was utterly different; not 
li hai (“fierce, violent”), but quiet, re- 
spectful, subdued. The heathen often 
said to her: “When you go to Elder 
Ting’s house to beg, you don’t use the 
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same manner as with us. We think you 
do this way to scare us to get more 
food-and money. You are deceiving us !” 
But her invariable reply was: “Why, 
don’t you know Elder Ting, the kind of 
man he is? He belongs to Chris. Thirty 
years he has served the true and living 
God, and is His friend. The evil spirit 
in me fears the Jesus-possessed man. 
And, when I go to his door to beg, the 
evil spirit in me, whom I hate, leaves 
me at his gate house. He is afraid to 
go inside. He enters into me again 
when I come out of Elder Ting’s yard !” 


CONSIDERATE CHRISTIAN HOST 


In closing I can only refer to “a little 
kindness,” characteristic of Elder Ting’s 
instinctive courtesy, and sympathétic 
understanding, so big with blessing for 
me. His town was a “jumping off place” 
for me, as I started on long evangelistic, 
itinerating trips through groups of vil- 
lages. This required considerable im- 
pedimenta. Many times I groaned, “Oh, 
if I only had a halfway house where I 
could safely leave all this stuff; and, 
lightened of baggage, proceed thence on 
in to Tsingtao!” I never mentioned my 
burden to Elder Ting, but one day I 
“dropped by” his yard on my way home. 
I was tired, dirty, wilted. He, with a 
quiet, welcoming smile, asked me to 
have tea with him in a new building 
in the farthest quiet corner of his spa- 
cious flower-filled yard. As I relaxed 
in that clean, attractive, furnished room, 
freed from the nightmare of the filth 
and strain of rough-on-the-road life, he 
said, with a twinkle and a chuckle: “I 
have built this for you. It is your rest 
house — your overhauling depot as you 
start out on your trips, and your re- 
cuperation station as you return. That 
room, for your cook and kitchen; and 
this, for your bedroom and dining 
room !” 

My eyes grew a little dim — scrubbed 
brick floor, attractive new furniture, 
clean whitewashed walls, Chinese mot- 
toes and proverbs and Scripture verses 
hanging on them, flowered curtains over 
the windows, and potted plants on 
stands. It was rather overwhelming. 

Gentle reader, you may never be so 
circumstanced as to understand the inner 
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meaning of a phrase tucked away in 
one of St. Paul’s sentences, “a gazing 
stock” (Heb. 10:33). Following a long, 
wearisome day of itinerating and preach- 
ing, to be stared at, as you eat—a bar 
barian, a strange creature, truly a “for- 
eign devil”; to be discussed by divers 
and multitudinous folks, ever curious, 
sometimes surly or hostile in spirit; 
alone amid strangers, hungry for friends 
of your nationality, and homesick for 
your own kin; always unable to get 
away from “the universal eye” for 
needed rest and quiet. Late. at night, 
after conferences and plans made, and 
you blow out the candle in your filthy, 
dirt - floored, smoke - begrimed, mud - 
walled, cobwebbed-ceilinged inn room. 
Thus you will shut yourself away from 
that relentless staring. But, after you 
retire, still the gazers outside are im- 
patient, even in the darkness, to “look- 
see.” They wet their fingers and poke 
them through the moistened holes that 
open with a pop in the paper window- 
panes. You feel those shining black eyes 
eagerly peeking, seeking you, curiosity 
whetted to the nth degree—‘“a gazing- 
stock” for the sake of the Gospel. 


You nervously feel that nothing can 
shield you from that relentless staring; 
and so, hardening yourself, compose 
your weary bones, on the brick kang 
as best you can for sleep. 


What a godsend was Elder Ting’s 
“guest house”! Hére to relax, for a 
few hours, in the peace and quiet of 
a truly Christian home. Ah! It was 
a little Heaven on earth! No wonder 
I named it “My Bethany.” No wonder 
I blessed the good elder for his under- 
standing and heart courtesy ! 


(To be continued) 


The Daily Prayer Union 





T THE end of the article on “The 
A Daily Prayer Union in the Fellow- 
ship of the Holy Spirit,” by D. H. Dol- 
man, in last week’s issue, readers were 
told that communications should be ad- 
dressed to him at 3310 Jackson St., North, 


St. Petersburg 6, Fla. This address for 
him will be correct only until May 1. 
From then until June 1, he may be ad- 
dressed at the National Bible Institute, 
340 West 55th St., New York 19, N. Y. 

Pastor Dolman expects to return to 
England in June, after which letters 
may be addressed to him in care of the 
Rev. R. R. Neill, M.A., Rectory, Tooting, 
London, S.W. 16,.England. (Postage is 
five cents.) 

ye 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments; for the writers of 
lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two papers. 
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Children at Home 
Not for Sale 


By Sarah E. Loucks 


“ SON! Ason! The gods be praised! 

At last they have rewarded me for 
my rich gifts, my strict keeping of their 
laws, and all my other good works. Now 
they have given me this son so that, 
with his help, also, I may obtain eter. 
nal pleasures in the next life.” Doctor 
Ramasubu beamed with joy as he looked 
down into the bright, blinking eyes of 
the wee brown-baby-bundle which he 
held close in his arms. 

Quickly the years passed, and soon 
that wee brown-baby-bundle, whom 
they named Govinda, was a fine young 
lad. He was loved by everyone, but 
most of all by the priests, who would 
chuckle among themselves and say, “See 
how often he comes to worship our gods, 
and how much money he brings us.” 

Then his father would tell him, “Why, 
Govinda, you are a better Hindu than 
even your father. And, if it were not 
for the will of the gods that all sons 
must follow the profession or trade of 
their fathers, we would make a priest 
of you.” 

Govinda wished he might be a priest 
instead of a doctor, but, as an obedient 
Hindu, after graduating from high 
school, he left home to begin his medical 
training. And, though he disliked his 
studies, he kept at them, encouraging 
himself by thinking that, when he be- 
came a doctor, he could do much good, 
and so help to earn his way into the 
Hindu heaven. 

Nearly a year passed after Govinda 
left home, before he was back for a 
vacation. Then what a welcome his 
family, his friends, and the priests gave 
him! And what fun it was once more 
to be with his old classmates in their 
outdoor games! But little did he dream 
that his enjoyment of these sports was 
to lead him into great trouble and awful 
peril. 

Govinda had been home only a few 
days, when, as he was playing baseball 
one afternoon, the ball flew over the 
hedge of a near-by compound, and away 
he went dfter it. While searching among 
the shrubbery, he heard music coming 
from a bungalow half hidden by a wide- 
spreading banyan tree. He stopped to 
listen, and a pleasant voice greeted him. 
“Are you looking for this?” a stranger 
asked, handing him the ball. 

Govinda apologized for trespassing, 
and then exclaimed, “What wonderful 
music. I never heard any like it before. 
And who,” he asked, “are all those peo- 
ple in that bungalow?” 

“They are members of my Bible class, 
who meet here in my home every after- 
noon for Bible study. I’d like to have 
you join us, if you can. My name 
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is Sundaram — Doctor Sundaram. And 
yours?” 

“Govinda. My father, algo, is a doc- 
tor, and I am a medical student home 
for the holidays.” 

“Well, Govinda, as we’re interested in 
the same profession, we should be 

’ friends. Come in, and we’ll have a good 
visit.” 

“The fellows are waiting for me, and 
so I'll have to go now. But thank you, 
Doctor Sundaram — I'll come tomorrow.” 
However, it was not only on the morrow, 
but on every day, during the remainder 
of his vacation, that the lad attended 
that Bible class. 

At first, Govinda listened to the Scrip- 
ture teachings out of curiosity. But soon 
he began to listen with anger as he 
heard that this Christians’ God calls 
men’s righteousness filthy rags; and has 
declared that eternal life is a gift—a 
gift for only those who accept His Son 
Jesus as their Saviour. 

“Then what,” he questioned — “what 
of my sacrifices, my gifts, and all my 
good works?” And his anger increased 
as he heard his teacher go on to read, 
“By grace are ye saved through faith 
[faith in Christ]; and that not of your- 
selves: it is the gift of God: not of 
works, lest any man should boast.” 

In spite of Govinda’s hurt pride, he 
continued to come to the meetings. But 
he became uneasy. Might it be true, 
after all, as the Bible said, that those 
things which he was trusting in to earn 
his way into Heaven, could not possibly 
help? And might it be true that it was 
only by faith in Jesus Christ, God’s Gift 
to the world, that he could get to 
Heaven? He was not yet ready to an- 
swer. 

Govinda had learned to love “Doctor 
Sundaram, and, on the day before he 
returned to college, he made him a final 
visit. With him he brought a handsome 
jar containing a strange plant. “Doc- 
tor,” he said, “one day, when I was just 
a youngster, I found a very unusual 
plant growing in my little flower bed. 
My father couldn’t find out where it had 
come from, or anything else about it. 

“Then a great botanist came to see it. 
‘Why,’ he said, ‘you have a very rare 
plant there, which is found only in 
China’ My father was puzzled. ‘It 
sprang up of its own accord,’ he ex- 
plained, and asked how it could have 
reached India. 

“Probably the seed was blown over 
by the wind. Often seeds are carried 
hundreds of miles in this way,’ the 
botanist answered. 

“All during the years, I have care- 
fully tended this plant,” Govinda went 
on. “And now, Doctor, because of my 
love for you, I want you to accept it as 
@ parting present from me.” 

“But, Govinda,” exclaimed the doctor, 
“I couldn't accept it as a present; I must 
pay you for it.” 


Govinda flushed. “Doctor Sundaram,” 
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he said in a hurt voice, “the plant isa 
gift —it is not for sale!” 

Earnestly the doctor replied: “Go- 
vinda, I accept the plant —as a gift, and 
I thank you for ‘it. And now, my boy? 
I ask that you, in the same way, accept 
God’s offer of salvation, remembering 
this—it, also, is a gift—it is not for 
sale !” 

When Govinda returned to college, he 
could not forget the doctor’s parting 
words. And there came a day when he 
was convinced that the Hindu teachings 
were false. But he realized, too, what 
would follow if his parents discovered 
that he had lost his faith in their gods. 
And so, for long months he struggled 
with this problem: ought he to bring 
heart-breaking grief to his earthly par- 
ents by accepting this Jesus God, or 
should he save them pain, and himself 
persecution, and possible death, by re- 


. jecting the Heavenly Father’s Gift? 


Then, one night, the struggle became 
too great for him to bear. He sank to 
his knees and cried to God for help, 
promising he would do whatever God 
showed him was the right thing to do. 
Quickly and clearly the answer came: 
“He that loveth father or mother more 
than me is not worthy of me.” Govinda 
had his answer, and he kept his prom- 
ise—at once he accepted God’s won- 
derful Gift. And, duriiig all the bitter 
testings that followed, a strong courage 
from his Lord held him true. 

Upon his reaching home, and openly 
confessing Christ, the misery he had 
foreseen came to pass. Never would he 
forget the awful grief of his family; 
their tender pleadings; their bribes; and, 
finally, when they found he would not 
give up his Saviour, their awful threats. 
and the insults they heaped upon him, 
as they cast him out to spend his last 
night at home, in the servants’ quarters. 
In the morning, food of the poorest sort 
was thrown to°him as if he were a de- 
spised outcaste. And , then, amid the 
scornful jeers of his family, his neigh- 
bors, and former friends, he was driven 
from home — driven out among the jos- 
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Symbols of the Holy Spirit 


By C.-Gordon Brownville, D.D. 


Pastor, Tremont Temple Baptist Church 


Dr. Brownville discovers for us the reality 
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ets desired, to 


TITHER 





710-S Title Insurance Bidg. 
Los Angeles 13, California 





When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in THe Sunpay ScHOoo. 
TIMES. 








. Through the Bible Study 


= Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 


For Sunday Schools, Bible Classes, 
Zoung Pussies and Missionary Socie- 
ties, Vacation Bible Schools, Prayer 
Meetings, and Home Study. 


Samples 15c; 4 grades 50c; set $2.40 


Through the Bible Study, 2010 Bryan, Dallas, Texas 





i 


Russian Bibles 


have been sent to prisoners-of-war 
camps in Europe. In the French 
camps there is a great revival: many 
conversions and baptisms. In 
Germany among the Russian and 
French prisoners it has also started. 
Some Bibles and tracts are being 
sent straight into Russia, and a jf 
revival is beginning there. Suchis | 
the news from our workers in’Paris. 
Let us be prepared for a world-wide 
revival. Will you have part in it? 


Send your contributions to the 


Russian Missionary Society 


1844 W. MONROE STREET 
Room 9 Chicago 12, Ill. 


“The Friend of Russians” will tell you more — 
write for it. 
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tling, heedless crowds of the scorching, 
public road. 

Dazed, he did not know what to do. 
Then, suddenly, he was seized with 


» frightful pain. What — what could have 


happened? He grew dizzy, but tried to 
think. Slowly the terrible truth dawned 
upon him. “Poisoned!” he _ gasped. 
“Poisoned by my own family!” About 
to faint, he signaled a passing ricksha 
coolie to take him to Doctor Sundaram’s 
office. “Secrum! Secrum!” (“Hurry! 
Hurry !”), he gasped as the pain in- 
creased. - 
. Days passed before Govinda was out 
of danger, and afterward, for weeks, 
Doctor Sundaram. lovingly cared for him 
until he was well. Then he called him 
into his office. “Govinda,” he said, “I 
want to take your father’s place—lI 
want to help you finish your medical 
training.” ° 

Thoughtfully Govinda shook his head. 
“You are very kind, Doctor,” he ans- 
swered. “But, though it would be fine 
to be a doctor, I believe the Lord wants 
me to train for, and give my life up en- 
tirely to Christian work. And I should 
like to begin at once to prepare for this 
service. And oh, Doctor Sundaram, 
after I have finished my training, what 
a glorious privilege it will be to go to 
the unsaved with* the message you 
brought to me: salvation is God’s gift 
—it is not for sale!” 

NewakkK, N. J. 


The Minister's Part in Revival 
(Continued from. second page) 


and reported his findings in our leading 
derfominational paper. That report was 
a blessing to many people. 

Thus the Lord impressed upon my 
mind the fact which is everywhere 
taught in His. Word and stands out 
clearly on the pages of Church history, 
that the man-power problem is the first 
problem God s in manifesting the 
power of the Spirit in our churches. 
This impression has been deepened as 
the years have passed, not only because 
of the place given it in the Scriptures 
and Church history, but because of what 
has been gained by observation and in 
experience. 

When God would do a great thing in 
any church or community, He first of 
all finds a man who will fulfill His will. 

The man-power problem in revival 
stared me in the face in every section of 
the Scriptures, and in every period of 
Christ’s history. I remembered our Lord’s 
“every .creature” commission, and His 
“Go ye” and also His exhortation to pray 
for laborers which were few. I noticed 
how God’s men were called to show 
themselves “approved unto God,” work- 
men that needed “not to be ashamed” 
before God and men, I saw also that 
they separated themselves from common 
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the master’s use.” I observed them seg, 
ing only the things that are Jesus 
Christ’s ang found them finishing they 
course with joy, and I noticed the ty. 
timony that they had received of thy 
Lord Jesus. I followed them into thy 
presence of Christ, whom they loves 
and saw that a crown of faithfulness ans 
another of righteousness were reserye 
to be given them at the great day gf 
reward. 


Moreover, the annals of church his. 
tory afforded many examples of God. 
prepared men for the work of reforms. 
tion and revival. There were Knox 
Calvin, Luther, Whitfield, and the Wes. 
leys, Isaac Watts and Toplady, Edwards, 
Finney, Spurgeon and Moody, — just a 
well-known handful of the bright star; 
of the Church of Christ who turned 
many to righteousness. Yes, the man. 
power problem was clearly the major 
problem in revival. Men of God ever 
have been the great revival necessity, 
And in nothing does the sovereignty of 
God stand out more clearly than in His 
aloofness from some who have sought 
leadership in revival. The everlasting 
rule of God governing in such case 
seems to be: 

“For ye see your calling, brethren, how 


that not many wise men after the flesh, 
not many mighty,. not many noble, are 


called: but God hath chosen the foolish ' 


things of the world to confound the wise; 
and God hath chosen the weak things of 
the world to confound the things which 
are mighty; and base things of the world, 
and things which are despised, hath God 
chosen, yea, and things which are not, 
to bring to nought things that are: that 
no flesh should glory in his presence” (1 
Cor. 1:26-29). 

God makes it clear that He will have 
no inapt instruments. All are obligated 
to be studious, to be spiritually minded, 
and to do the will of God; but not all 
are obedient to His will; not all exem- 
plify the doctrines of Christianity so as 
to be able to enforce them upon their 
congregations and so build them up in 
the most holy faith. 


These discoveries made it clear to me 
that whatever hindrance there was to 
revival lay chiefly at my own door. If 
God gets His man for the work He wants 
done, and the man obeys Him, revival 
will certainly follow. A revival is noth- 
ing more or less than God’s servants, 
right with God, doing what He wants 
done.in His time and way, thus making 
way for the Lord to do His wonderful 
work. Consistent lives are reproductive 
lives. No one can be fruitless who 
abides in Christ. 


Christ’s character, and that of His 
apostles, harmonized with the Gospel. 
People could believe what they preached 
when they knew how they lived 
Authentic Christian lives only cam 
spread the Christian message. Paul had 
continued success. His life exposed his 
love of the truth which he preached. 
He was known to be thoroughly con- 


vessels so as to be “vessels meet for sistent. He could say to the Thessa- 
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lonians: “For yourselves, brethren, 
know our entrance in unto you, that it 
was not in vain . . . our exhortation 
was not of deceit, nor of uncleanness, 
nor in guile: but as we were allowed of 
God to be put in trust with the gospel, 
even so we speak; not as pleasing men, 
but God, which trieth our hearts. For 
neither at any time used we flattering 
words, as ye know, nor a cloke of covet- 
ousness; God is witness: nor of men 
sought we glory, neither of you, nor yet 
of others, when we might have been 
burdensome, as the apostles of Christ. 
... Ye are witnesses, and God also, how 
holily and justly and unblameably we 
behaved ourselves among you that be- 
lieve: as ye know how we exhorted 
and comforted and charged every one 
of you, as a father doth his children, 
that ye would walk worthy of God, who 
hath called you unto his kingdom and 
glory” (1 Thess. 2:1-12). 

The lives we live emphasize or neu- 
tralize our teaching. We publicize our 
behavior as well as our message. We 
can preach no better than we behave. 
The standard of a man’s life is always 
the high point of his teaching. Exam- 
ples are most effective sermons. 


Thomas E. Stephens, the founder. of 
the Great Commission Prayer League, 
was indeed a man of God. In the book- 
let, “The Spiritual Ministrations of 
Thomas E, Stephens,” he says: “God 
is both architect and builder, the drawer 
of the blue print of my life, the revealer 
of each day’s plans.” He adds: 
“Through the cleansed channel of my 
life—clean, not of myself, but by the 
blood of Christ, and the Spirit through 
the Word. 


“1.My head (that is, my beliefs, my 
treed) must be according’ to the Word (1 
Tim. 4:16; Jude 3; John 8:32). 

2. My heart must be according to the 
Word (Prov. 4:2398 
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“3, My hands (that is, my walk, conduct, 
and service) must be according to the Word 
(Gal. 5:16-25; 1 John 1:7). 


“4. My words (that is, my conversation 
and testimony) must be. according to the 
Word, 


“5. All my human relationships must be 
according to the Word of God. 


“6. The entire influence of my life must 
be, by God’s grace and help, in full accord 
with His Word. 


“7. Summed up in a sentence: ‘As, by 
God’s grace, one of the channels or vessels 
of the Lord (albeit one of the least) through 
whom He would speak to those whom He 
hath chosen, my whole being must be trans- 
formed by the renewing of my mind—my 
entire inner and outer man —that I be not 
conformed to this age, but conformed to 
the image of His Son, for His glory, and not 
mine.’ ” 

Spiritual results will be certain if the 
same Gospel is preached by spiritual 
men, doing a spiritual work with Gad’s 
aid. Spiritual cause and effect in the 
Church and the world are as certain to 
operate as cause and effect in the natu- 
ral realm. 


(In the next issue Mr. Wadsworth will 
discuss the particular men and means 
God will use in promoting His kind of 
revival.) 


Sir, make sure work of your salvation: 
build not upon sand; lay the foundation 
upon the rock of Zion. Strive .to be 
dead to this world, and to-your will and 
lusts; let’ Christ have a commanding 
power and a. king’s throne in you. Walk 
with Christ, howbeit the world should 
take the hide off your face: I promise 
you that Christ will win the field.—Sam- 
uel Rutherford, 1637. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings en the International 
Lessons, ued y the International 
Sunday Scheol Lesson Committee. 


April 30 to May 6 

Mon.—1 Samuel 10:9-13, The First King. 

Prayer Svuccestions: “Is Saul -also 
among the prophets?” It was not God’s 
will that Israel should have a king. 
Saul had some touches of the Spirit but 
really he was a carnal man in the king- 
dom of Israel. He had neither godly 
knowledge nor disposition. He’ loved 
himself more than God, and sin more 
than righteousness; and he rejected the 
Word of the Lord and was rejected of 
God. God deals with individuals and 
churches as He did with Saul. He gives 
them opportunity to follow their own 
wishes as well as His own. By Having 
their 6wn way, they know soon the bit- 
terness of self-will. Pray that the spir- 
itually low among God’s children may 
be revived, so that sinners may not per- 
ish for lack of testimony from God's 
people. 
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WANTED 


Secretary to take charge of a mission office. Only |i 
ted, and inter- 
ested in mission work need apply. 
NEW YORK 
JEWISH EVANGELIZATION SOCIETY 
P. O. Box 144, StationD New York 3, N. Y. 















JOHN BROWN SCHOOLS 


JOHN BROWN UNIVERSITY (and Academy) — 
Co-Educational. Siloam Springs, Ark. “America’s 
first university of vocational specialization" Radio 
station, airfield, laboratory testing. 


BROWN MILITARY ACADEMY 
San Diego, Calif. Junior School through Junior 
College. Highest official War-Dept. rating 
ASSOCIATED SCHOOLS 
Brown School for Girls, Clendora, Calif. Brown 
Military Academy of Ozarks, Siloam Springs, Ark. 


Non-prots edited definitely evangelical 
individual school or 


JOHN” E. BROWN, LL. D., Pres 
SILOAM SPRINGS, ARK 











A Chemist and His Bible 


By Charles M. A. Stine, Ph.D.,Se.D., LL.D. 
A masterful booklet of apologetics on 





the truth and wonders of the Bible by a 
man who for many years has been the 
Director of Research of one of America’s 
largest industrial corporations. 


Paper bound — 25 cents, postpaid 





The Sunday School Times Co. 
+ $25 N, 138th St., Phila. 5, Pa, 











Summer 
Schootl.. 
at Moody Bible cae 


Make the most of your 1945 vaca- 

tion . . . four weeks—or even two— 
spent at the Institute will enable you 
to meet the challenge for Christian 
service more effectively. Summer 
School is planned for everyone... 
with special subjects for pastors, Sun- 
day school teachers and other church 
workers. Tuition is free ... plan now 
to enroll. Get the Summer School folder 
by mailing the coupon today. The 
dates: June 19-July 20. 








Office of the Dean, Dept. $-1035 
Moody Bible Institute, Chicago 10 
Please send me the new Summer 
School folder describing subjects 
offered at the Institute. 


Name 





Address 





: City and State 














HONOR ROLL OF SERVICE 





Now is the time to pay tribute to young 
eople who have entered the Service. An 
onor Roll is a constant reminder. Made 

of walnut veneer with ornamental eagle. 

Name plates of brown outlined in gold. 

V100—18 by 20 inches—for 50 
Sn G0 GN ssccessbtnducees $11.25 

V200—18 by 26 inches—for 100 
Mames OF less .....cecceces oe $14.50 


Name plates sold 25 to package, 
$2.50 extra 


Delivery Extra. Order Your Honor Roll Today! 


WILLIAM H. DIETZ, Inc. 
10 So. Wabash Ave. Dept. 16 Chicago 3, Ill. 











Tues.—1 Samuel 15:13-22. Hew Saul Failed. 
Prayer Succestions: “Wherefore then 
didst thou not obey the voice of the 
Lord?” . Saul failed, as many others 
have failed, because of inward rather 
than outward difficulties. One who is 
proud and zealous in only small matters 
of religion, régards man’s opinion more 
than God’s, and has a conscience that 
will stretch must fail. Saul failed, as 
men always fail, by going their own 
way instead of God’s way. Pray for a 
heart-searching work of the Holy Spirit 
in churches and among sinners. 
Wed.—2 Samcel 1:17-27. David’s Lament. 
PRAYER Svuccestions: “How are the 
mighty fallen!” David’s lament over 
Saul and Jonathan deeply touched the 
whole nation. The character of Jona- 
than, however, was stressed more than 
that of King Saul. Saul’s death and 
sadder eternity stand as a warning to 
all transgressors. At death, pleasures 
are already past. They are dead and 
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eccccccccesees ee offer the best 


INTERNATIONAL UNIFORM SERIES 


Scriptural and spiritual expositions of the International 
Sunday School Lessons, adapted to all age groups. Our 
line of literature is absolutely unexcelled at any price, 
but is nationally distributed at surprisingly low cost. 
Write for samples and quantity prices. 


QUARTERLIES FOR ‘PAPERS FOR 

@ Teachers @ Seniors 

@ Shut-ins @ Intermediates 

@ Adults @ Primaries 

@ Seniors @ Beginners 

@ Int diates 

5 con MANUAL OF VISUAL TEACHING 
@ Beginners, Primaries 


@ Young People 





They Look To You 


Sunday School Literature 
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CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, INC. 1517 N. Third Street, Harrisburg, Pa. 
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gone forever. Unless men go to be 









the Lord and to the pleasures fopem 





more, we, too, have reason to 
their end. Pray that the Holy 
by the Word of truth, will awaken cap, 
less saints and sinners in your chur 
and community. . 


Thurs.—Psalm 23:1-6, David’s Sweet Song, 
Prayer Succestions: “The Lord is my 
shepherd.” David’s song of Christ hi 
Shepherd was of heavenly origin. Th 
word of the Lord was in his tongue, 
The Spirit spoke by him, he said. Th 
heavenliness, and effects of this Psalm 
upon our hearts, tells us so. God speaks 
through this Psalm that we, too, may 
speak these healthful words to othe 
troubled hearts. Pass on these heavenly 
words to your fellow men. Buy 
every opportunity to give out the Word 
of God. Pray to realize more the wealth 
of heavenly sweetness you may give to 
others by quoting the Word of God. 
Fri.—1 Kings 4:29-34, The Wise King. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 
dom excelled. . . . He was wiser than 
all men.” God made Solomon wiser 
than other human beings. There has 
been none like him of the sons of Adam, 
even as God said (1 Kings 3:12). Mod- 
ern wise men have opportunity to give 
God the lie if they can prove the con- 
trary. Solomon’s words have blessed the 
world for over two thousand nine hun- 
dred and: fifty-nine years. It would be 
an impossible task for anyone to ap- 
proach Solomon’s wisdom. Pray for 
more heavenly wisdom and strength of 
purpose to serve God in word and work. 


Sat.—1 Kings 8:22-30. The Temple Dedicated. 

PRAYER SuccEsTions: “Have thou re- 
spect unto the prayer of thy servant.” 
Solomon’s prayer at the dedication of 
the Temple was full of humility, wor- 
ship, thanksgiving, and of desire for 
God’s glory. But good as it was, he 
knew the answer depended wholly upon 
God’s mercy, and therefore asked Him 
to have respect unto it. Dedicatory 
prayers for children, churches, and pas- 
tors should follow the Solomon pattern. 
God loves sincerity, truth, earnestness, 
and warm desires for blessings of grace. 
Pray that God will do for your loved 
Ones, your church, and ministers the 
things needful to make them wise, 
happy, and a blessing to others. 
Sun.—Psalm 24:1-10, Citizens of the Kingdom. 

Prayer Suacestions: “This is the 
generation of them that seek him 
{the King of Glory].” The citizens 
of God’s Kingdom love the King of 
Glory for His love to their souls; He 
who opened their blind eyes, healed 
their soul’s diseases, and saved them 
from the lowest hell. Their one de- 
sire is to know Him whom their souls 
love. They seek Him more than all 
else. They know that He will not 
be in Heaven and leave them behind. 
Pray for the salvation of every un- 
saved one in your family. 


“Solomon’s wis. 




















































































































































